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ABSTRACT. Saint Petersburg, whose history dates back to a little over 300 years, has embodied many
achievements of the human spirit, mind and will. Established according to the plan of Peter the Great,
it became the center of the cultural and scientific life of our country. One of the most beautiful cities in
the world, thanks to its architectural ensembles, St. Petersburg can serve as a guide to the architectural
styles of not only palaces, temples, administrative and industrial buildings, but also medical institutions,
in particular hospitals. These objects, distinguished by their diverse architectural styles, constitute the
unique cultural and historical heritage of Russia. We are planning series of articles about the hospital
architecture of St. Petersburg from a historical perspective: from its construction to the present state.
Systematization of the city’s hospital institutions according to architectural styles has been developed:
Peter’s baroque, classicism, eclecticism, neoclassicism, modern, constructivism, Stalinist Ampir style,
functionalism, high-tech. The time frame in the description plays a secondary role; they can overlap —
this is due to the parallel existence in different periods of several directions of architecture in the city’s
development. Built in one architectural style, the buildings could have been rebuilt in accordance with
a different style in subsequent years; a number of medical institutions were initially located in already
constructed buildings that were not intended for hospitals. Presented article is devoted to Peter the
Great’s baroque style — the first architectural trend of the northern capital, which arose at the beginning
of the 18" century, and is associated with Peter the I's affinity for Western European building styles.
The city’s hospital architecture dates back to the construction of the first hospitals. The history of the
creation of the Admiralty (Naval) and Military Land Hospitals on the Vyborg region, and the Kronstadt
Naval Hospital is briefly reviewed. The discussion related to the early stage of the “military hospital
business” in St. Petersburg is touched upon. An attempt was made to restore the appearance (exterior) of
the Admiralty and Military Land Hospitals, based on the “Inventory of the stone and wooden structure
of the hospital on the Vyborg side” compiled by D. Trezzini.

KEY WORDS: Saint Petersburg; hospital architecture; Peter’s Baroque; Admiralty (Naval) and
Military Land Hospitals; Kronstadt Naval Hospital; D. Trezzini.
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PE3IOME. Cankrt-IlerepOypr, nuctopuss KOTOporo HacuuThiBaeT HeMHorum OGomnee 300 rer,
BOIJIOTUJ B ce0e MHOXKECTBO JOCTHKEHUH YEJOBEUYECKOro AyXa, ymMa M BOJHM. BO3HMKIINKA 1O
3aMbIcily Bejaukoro Ilerpa, oH cTan LHEHTPOM KYJIbTYpPHOW M HAay4yHOM JKM3HU Halled CTPAHBI.
Onun n3 kpacupemux ropogos mupa — CankT-IleTepOypr — Omaromapsi CBOUM apXUTEKTYPHBIM
aHCaMOJIIM MOXKET CIIYKHUTb ITyTEBOAHMTENIEM M0 apXUTEKTYPHBIM CTHUJISM HE TOJBKO JABOPLOB,
XpaMOB, aJMUHHUCTPATHUBHBIX M MPOMBIIIIECHHBIX 30aHUN, HO U MEIUIHWHCKUX YUYPEKICHUU, B
YaCTHOCTH OOJILHUL. DTH 00BEKTHI, OTANYAIOIIHECS pa3HO00pa3HOW apXUTEKTYPHONW CTUIUCTHU-
KOH, COCTAaBJISIOT YHUKAJIBHOE KYJIBTYypHO-UCTOpUUecKkoe Haciaenue Poccun. Ilnanupyercd nuka
cTaTe, MOCBAIEHHBIX 00NbHUYHON apxuTekType CankT-IleTepOypra B ©ICTOpUUECKOM paKypce:
OT €€ MCTOKOB O COBpeMeHHOocTH. Pa3zpaboTaHa cucremMarusaunus OOJbHUYHBIX yUYPEKICHUN
ropoia Mo apXUTEKTYPHBIM CTHJISIM: IIETPOBCKOE 0ApPOKKO, KJIACCHIIU3M, dKJIEKTHKA, HEOKJIac-
CHITM3M, MOJIEPH, KOHCTPYKTHBHU3M, CTAJHHCKUH aMIup, GyHKIMOHATIN3M, Xail-Tek. BpeMeHHBIE
paMKH B ONMMCAaHUU UTPAIOT BTOPOCTENEHHYIO POJIb, OHM MOT'YT IEPECEKaThCs — ATO CBA3AHO C
MapaJuleNIbHBIM CYIECTBOBAHHEM B Pa3HBIE IEPUOBI HECKOJIBKUX HANIPABICHNUM apXUTEKTYPHI B
3acTpoiike ropoaa. [locTpoeHHbIE B OHOM apXUTEKTYPHOM CTHUJIE, 3JaHUs B TOCIEAYIOLIHE T'OJbI
MOTJIU ObITh NEPECTPOEHBI B IPYIOM, LEIbIH psiJ JIedeOHbIX 3aBEACHUN IePBOHAYAIBHO PaCIo-
Jarajicsi B y)Ke MOCTPOCHHBIX 3/JaHUAX, HE MpelHa3HaueHHBIX 1Js OonbHUL. [IpeactaBisiemas
CTaThsl HOCBSIICHA IETPOBCKOMY 0apOKKO — IIE€PBOMY apXUTEKTYPHOMY HAIIPaBICHUIO CEBEP-
HOU cTOJIMLBI, BO3HUKIIeMy BHadane X VIII Beka u cBs3aHHOMY C pacnonoxkeHHocTsro IleTpa I
K 3aIllaJHOCBPONEHCKON CTPOUTENBHON CTUIHNCTHKE. BONbHUYHAS apXHTEKTypa ropoga Oeper
CBOE€ HayaJlo CO CTPOMTEIbCTBA MEPBbIX rocnutaneil. Kparko paccMoTpeHa UCTOpUS CO3aHUS
Anvupanteiickoro (Mopckoro) u BoeHHO-CcyXomyTHOT0 TocnuTaaeid Ha BEIOOprckoit cTopone,
Kponmragreckoro Mopckoro rocnuTalis. 3aTpoHyTa JUCKYCCHS, CBA3aHHAsI C pAaHHUM 3TalloM
«BOGHHO-TOcnuTalbHOro nena» B Cankt-lletepOypre. IlpennpuHsata monbiTka BOCCTAHOBUTH
BHEIIHHUU 00JMK (9KcTepbep) AIMHUpaiITedcKoro 1 BoeHHO-CyXOmyTHOro rocnuTaleld, onupa-
Ach Ha cocTasyeHHyo [I. Tpe3nnu «Onuch KAMEHHOMY U A€PEBIHHOMY CTPOEHMIO IOIINUTAIH,
KoTopasi Ha BeiOoprckoit ctopone.

KJIOUYEBBIE CJIOBA: Cankt-IleTepOypr; OoJibHMYHAs apXUTEKTypa; METPOBCKOE 0apOKKO;
Anmupanreiicknii (Mopckoif) 1 BoeHHo-cyxonmyTHBIM rocnutanu; Kponmraarckuii Mopckoit
rocnutalb; [. Tpe3unu.

St. Petersburg has rightfully gained fame as
one of the most beautiful cities in the world, the
centre of Russian culture and one of the cen-
tres of world culture. It was here that Russian
scientific medicine and healthcare were born,
and the first medical centres were opened and
built. The architecture of the city on the Neva
River has been studied quite well. It has ab-
sorbed the leading styles and trends developed

by architects of different eras. However, the
architecture of service, including medical in-
stitutions, has been little studied. There are no
generalising, exhaustive works on the subject.
Meanwhile, these buildings are of great inte-
rest to specialists in various fields (historians,
doctors, architects, culturologists). This article
attempts to systematise St. Petersburg’s hospi-
tals of various types by architectural style. Time
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frames in the description play a secondary role,
they may overlap — this is due to the parallel
existence in different periods of several archi-
tectural trends in the construction of the city.
Buildings constructed in one architectural style
could be rebuilt in another style in the follo-
wing years. It should be noted that a number
of medical institutions were initially located
in already constructed buildings not intended
for hospitals. For example, the building of St
Nicholas Hospital was originally built as a Cor-
rectional Institution. The building of the St.
Mary Magdalene Hospital and the Imperial St.
Petersburg Clinical Maternity Institute were
mansions, the Elizabethan Community of Sis-
ters of Mercy was a dacha of the count Kushe-
lev-Bezborodko. The first children’s hospital in
Russia (Nikolayevskaya Children’s Hospital),
opened in 1834, changed its address twice until
it got its own building in 1916. The data on hos-
pitals are shown in Table 1.

PETER THE GREAT
BAROQUE

The history of St. Petersburg’s hospital archi-
tecture begins with the construction of the first
infirmaries. The heavy and prolonged Northern
War (1700-1721) waged by Peter the Great led
to a sharp increase in the number of wounded
and sick soldiers and “sea servants”. It was ne-
cessary to urgently organise medical business
in the fortress city “St. Petersburg” founded on
16th May 1703. In 1704 the question about the
establishment on the Neva banks of the mili-
tary hospital was discussed. In 1706 there was
already the “Main” naval hospital [13, 22]".
The war with Sweden continued, the infirma-
ries placed in adapted wooden buildings of bar-
racks type could not cope with the huge flow
of “infirm” soldiers. In addition, the number of
townspeople was growing rapidly, and military
men constituted the main part of the population
along with workers of various specialities and
officials. Probably, the first places for medical
care for construction teams consisting of sol-
diers and labourers were small reception rooms
in huts, tents, dugouts, hastily made board bar-

' Based on archival documents, researchers have done a lot
to restore the history of the first infirmaries in St.
Petersburg. But there are still many questions related to the
early stage of the “military-hospital business” in the
northern capital [1-18, 20-25, 29, 30, 32-34].

racks. And for the military in the location of
regiments and commands were organised medi-
cal huts [4].

On January 24th, in 1715 Peter I published
a decree to build hospitals on the Vyborg side
according to the drawing of doctor and archp-
riest’ R.K. Erskin (1677-1718) [13, 14, 17, 22,
23]. The project envisaged the construction of
a large complex of buildings (Fach-Verkovsky
buildings)®, which united in one place the Ad-
miralty (Naval) and Army hospitals. The com-
positional centre was to be the hospital church,
and at both ends — anatomical theatres for
each hospital, where medical students were
trained. The emperor entrusted the construction
supervision to his favourite architect Domeni-
co Trezzini (1670-1734), who prepared a new
project of the hospitals in stone — they would
become an example of strict Petrine Baroque
(Fig. 1).

Concerned about restoring the fighting ca-
pacity and preserving the health of his soldiers
and sailors, Peter hastened the construction of
stone hospitals. At the beginning of construc-
tion of the Admiralty Hospital Peter I gave a
brief farewell, where were the following words:
“Here every exhausted serviceman will find
help and comfort, which he has not had before;
God only grant that many never had the need to
be brought here” [3].

In December 1723 the eastern half of the
building (the Naval Hospital) was finished, here
by the decree of the sovereign were transferred
sick “naval servants” of the Admiralty Depart-
ment. Already after Peter I’s death, in May 1725,
because of the deplorable condition of wooden
hospital barracks, located on the Malaya Neva
(now Bolshaya Nevka) near the Karpovka Ri-
ver on St. Petersburg Island, here, in the eastern
building, were transferred to the “infirm” of the
Army Department [17].

The construction of the western wing of the
building was slowed down, first of all, due to
the lack of funds, only in 1733 the construction
of the stone hospital complex was completed

2 Archpriest — chief physician and head of the entire
medical system of the state; a position introduced by Peter
the Great.

A type of enclosing structure of mainly low-rise buildings,
is a frame formed by a system of horizontal and vertical
elements and struts made of wooden timber with filling the
gaps with stone, brick and other materials.
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Fig. 1. Topographic plan of Saint Petersburg. Plan K.F. Coieta. N. Michetti, M.G. Zemtsov, D. Trezzini at the construction of
a military hospital on the Vyborg side. Drawing on the plan. 1722 [27]

Puc. 1. Tonorpaduueckuii ran Cankt-IlerepOypra. [Tnan K.®. Koitera. H. Mukertu, M.I". 3emios, J{. Tpe3unu Ha noctpoiike
BOCHHOTO rocrnurass Ha Beiboprekoii cropone. Pucynok na mane. 1722 r. [27]
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Fig. 2. Facade of the hospital on the Vyborg side. Unknown artist. Drawing (pencil, ink), 1740s. The State Hermitage Museum [31]

Puc. 2. ®acan rociutans Ha Briboprekoii ctopone. Pucynok (kapangam, yepHuia). HensBecTHbI XyqoKHUK. 1740-€ TOIBI.

locymapcrBennsiii Opmutax [31]

[1]*. On the right bank of the Neva River grew
two-storeyed white long buildings of the Admi-
ralty and Land Hospital (Fig. 2). The pilaster
order, the gallery with sharpened balusters and
the high roof, painted “red chenille”, and on the
edges, where the anatomical theatres were lo-
cated, — wings under eight-corner domes, co-
vered with white iron, with sharpened balusters
of the railing, as well as wooden frames of win-
dows, painted in green®. The restrained Baroque

4 A number of researchers believe that the construction of
stone buildings of the Admiralty and Land Hospital was
completed in 1732. [20].

5 The authors attempted to restore the external appearance
(exterior) of the Admiralty and Army hospitals, relying on
D. Trezzini’s “Inventory of the stone and wooden structure
of the hospital, which is on the Vyborg side, the first half, in
which transferred from the Admiralty Department sick
servants”, which is stored in the Russian State Historical
Archive (RGIA. F. 467. St. Petersburg. 1724. Op. 4. D. 592.
L. 9-10) [23].

of Peter the Great took on a smart and festive
appearance.

After Domenico Trezzini’s death, the com-
pletion of his project was entrusted to the ar-
chitects M.G. Zemtsov (1688-1943) and Pi-
etro Trezzini (1692—1760), later to the architect
LK. Korobov (1700-1747). By the end of the
1730, the side stone buildings were erected,
and the hospitals became a U-shaped complex
of buildings opened to the north (Fig. 3) [24].
Unfortunately, the construction of the general
hospital church, which should have become
the centre of the symmetrical composition, was
never completed. After repeated rebuildings
in the 19" century, the anatomical theatre was
located here, later — the library, which is still
there today (Fig. 4) [23].

Since 1733 the hospitals became “general”
(educational) — hospital schools were opened
to train physicians for the needs of the Russian
army and navy, in 1786 they were reorganised
into medical and surgical schools. In 1798 the
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Fig. 3. Plan of the imperial capital city of Saint Petersburg
in 1737. A complex of hospitals on the plan of St.
Petersburg in 1737 [19]

Puc. 3. [Ilnan umnepaTopckoro croiaumyHoro ropoxa CaHKT-
IerepOypra 1737 1. Komiuieke rocnuraneil Ha miaHe
Cankr-IlerepOypra 1737 r. [19]

Imperial Medical and Surgical Academy was
established on their basis, and the hospitals be-
came its clinical base [25].

The process of construction of the Medical
and Surgical Academy (now the Kirov Military
Medical Academy) has always kept pace with
time, many buildings were built in different
eras, so it is impossible to attribute the entire
architectural ensemble to any particular archi-
tectural style — each building, each department
should be studied separately (Fig. 4).

Admiralty hospital on Kotlin Island
(Kronstadt fortress) was founded in 1717 [23,
26]’. At first it consisted of small wooden bar-
racks, which were not well adapted for the re-
ception of patients. On 31% July 1721 Peter |
issued a decree to move the hospital to stone
buildings. Soon the fortress command came to
the conclusion that it was inconvenient and dan-
gerous to place the hospital in the centre of the
city. A new hospital was built in the north-eas-

¢ Inaddition to the architects already named, D. Trezzini, M.G.
Zemtsov, P. Trezzini, I.K. Korobov, architects A. Porto,
C. Cameron, A.N. Voronikhin, A.D. Zakharov, K.Y. So-
kolov, A.H. Pel, military engineer G.S. Voynitsky and
others worked on the creation of a rich architectural
ensemble of the Kirov Military Medical Academy.

The date of the opening of the Kronstadt hospital, as well
as the St Petersburg Naval and Army hospitals, is still a
matter of debate.

tern part of the island, where it is located today.
The first patients were accommodated there in
1730. The hospital consisted of three wooden
wings on a stone foundation [28]. The wooden
buildings of the hospital were often rebuilt due
to the frequent fires®.

The first Peter the Great hospitals were built
according to the then widespread enfilade sys-
tem, which was a series of large passageway
wards of 20-30 beds adjoining each other in a
row. This layout, because of the intercommuni-
cation of all rooms, favoured the spread of in-
fection and was completely unsuitable for medi-
cal institutions (Fig. 5) [33]. The first rules for
the arrangement and maintenance of hospitals
were established by Peter’s decrees, then by the
‘Regulations on Hospitals’ of 1735 [9].

Concluding a brief characteristic of medi-
cal institutions built in the architectural style
of Petrine Baroque, we should emphasise the
dedication of the first architects and buil-
ders of St. Petersburg, who in a short time, in
the most difficult conditions of the war, lack
of funds and resources not only built the first
hospitals, where wounded and sick soldiers
and sailors were helped, but also laid the foun-
dation for the solemn appearance of the nor-
thern ‘paradise’. Undoubtedly, the decisive
role was played by the mind and will of Peter
I, his understanding of the importance of the
development of medical science, the training
of healers from ‘natural Russians’, the prospe-
rity of medicine and other sciences in general.
A new stage in the development of hospital ar-
chitecture of the city is associated with the Clas-
sicism era, which will be the subject of the next
article.

8 In the 1830s, the architect E.H. Anert designed a classical-
style stone building of three-storey buildings arranged in
the form of the letter “N” for the Kronstadt Hospital. On
cach floor of the central building and side wings there was
a wide corridor, on both sides of which there were spacious
and bright wards, on the second and third floors there were
also operating theatres. The hospital was designed for 2
thousand beds. In the middle of the main building on the
first floor there was a church in the name of the Holy
Prince Alexander Nevsky. On 6th October 1840 the church
was consecrated and the new hospital was inaugurated,
which was the last word in the field of infirmary
construction of that time. In 1905 at the anatomical theatre
near the main building of the hospital architect
V.A. Kosyakov built the church of St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker in Byzantine style [26, 28]. The Naval
Hospital in Kronstadt is now the 35th Order of Lenin
Military and Naval Hospital named after N.A. Semashko..
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Fig. 4. Clinics of the Military Medical Academy named after S.M. Kirov on Pirogovskaya embankment

Puc. 4. 3nanne xnuaMK BoenHo-mennnunckoil akagemun nvenu C.M. Kuposa na ITuporosckoit HabepexHOH

Fig. 5. Enfilade layout of organizing hospitals

Puc. 5. Audpunagnas cxema IMIaHUPOBKH OOJTHHHUIL
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JOIIOJIHUTEJIBHASA UH®OPMALUA

Bkaan aBTopoB. Bce aBTOpel BHEcCHu cCy-
LIECTBEHHBIH BKJIaJ B pa3pabOTKy KOHIIEMIIMH,
IIPOBEJICHUE UCCIEN0BAaHUS U MOJArOTOBKY CTa-
TbU, IPOWIH U ON0OpWIN (PUHAIBHYIO BEPCHIO
nepes myOnuKanue.

KonduaukTt unTEepecoB. ABTOpHI JEKIapUpy-
IOT OTCYTCTBHME SIBHBIX U MOTEHLHUAJIBHBIX KOH-

()JIMKTOB MHTEPECOB, CBS3aHHBIX C MyOIHKAIlH-
el HacTosIIeH CTaThH.

HUcTounuk ¢puHancupoBanus. ABTOpHI 3a-
SIBIIIFOT 00 OTCYTCTBHM BHEIIHEro (PMHAHCUPO-
BaHMS IPU IPOBEIEHUH HCCIIEIOBAHNUS.
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