
ИЗ ИС Т ОРИИ МЕ Д ИЦ ИНЫ

MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION ТОМ 8   № 3   2023 eISSN 2658-4220

89

UDC 94+72.092+72.012/.035+726.5.03+711.4+719
DOI: 10.56871/MHCO.2023.87.10.009

ARCHITECTURE OF HOSPITALS 
IN ST. PETERSBURG: FROM PETROVSKY BAROQUE 
TO HI-TECH. PART I. PETER’S BAROQUE
© Galina L. Mikirtichan, Alexander Z. Likhtshangof , Lyubov N. Lisenkova, 
Vladislava I. Makeeva, Polina A. Zhikorentseva, Vladimir N. Yuzhaninov
Saint Petersburg State Pediatric Medical University. Lithuania 2, Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation, 194100

Contact information: Lyubov N. Lisenkova — PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Humanities and Bioethics. 
E-mail: lunili@yandex.ru   ORCID ID: 0000-0001-7211-1090   SPIN: 5058-6883

For citation: Mikirtichan GL, Likhtshangof AZ, Lisenkova LN, Makeeva VI, Zhikorentseva PA, Yuzhaninov VN. 
Architecture of hospitals in St. Petersburg: from petrovsky baroque to hi-tech. Part I. Peter’s baroque. Medicine and health care 
organization (St. Petersburg). 2023;8(3):89-101. DOI: https://doi.org/10.56871/MHCO.2023.87.10.009

Received: 01.06.2023 Revised: 12.07.2023 Accepted: 04.09.2023

ABSTRACT. Saint Petersburg, whose history dates back to a little over 300 years, has embodied many 
achievements of the human spirit, mind and will. Established according to the plan of Peter the Great, 
it became the center of the cultural and scientific life of our country. One of the most beautiful cities in 
the world, thanks to its architectural ensembles, St. Petersburg can serve as a guide to the architectural 
styles of not only palaces, temples, administrative and industrial buildings, but also medical institutions, 
in particular hospitals. These objects, distinguished by their diverse architectural styles, constitute the 
unique cultural and historical heritage of Russia. We are planning series of articles about the hospital 
architecture of St. Petersburg from a historical perspective: from its construction to the present state. 
Systematization of the city’s hospital institutions according to architectural styles has been developed: 
Peter’s baroque, classicism, eclecticism, neoclassicism, modern, constructivism, Stalinist Ampir style, 
functionalism, high-tech. The time frame in the description plays a secondary role; they can overlap — 
this is due to the parallel existence in different periods of several directions of architecture in the city’s 
development. Built in one architectural style, the buildings could have been rebuilt in accordance with 
a different style in subsequent years; a number of medical institutions were initially located in already 
constructed buildings that were not intended for hospitals. Presented article is devoted to Peter the 
Great’s baroque style — the first architectural trend of the northern capital, which arose at the beginning 
of the 18th century, and is associated with Peter the I’s affinity for Western European building styles. 
The city’s hospital architecture dates back to the construction of the first hospitals. The history of the 
creation of the Admiralty (Naval) and Military Land Hospitals on the Vyborg region, and the Kronstadt 
Naval Hospital is briefly reviewed. The discussion related to the early stage of the “military hospital 
business” in St. Petersburg is touched upon. An attempt was made to restore the appearance (exterior) of 
the Admiralty and Military Land Hospitals, based on the “Inventory of the stone and wooden structure 
of the hospital on the Vyborg side” compiled by D. Trezzini.

KEY WORDS: Saint Petersburg; hospital architecture; Peter’s Baroque; Admiralty (Naval) and 
Military Land Hospitals; Kronstadt Naval Hospital; D. Trezzini.

АРХИТЕКТУРА БОЛЬНИЦ САНКТ- ПЕТЕРБУРГА: 
ОТ ПЕТРОВСКОГО БАРОККО К ХАЙ-ТЕКУ. 
ЧАСТЬ I. ПЕТРОВСКОЕ БАРОККО
© Галина Львовна Микиртичан, Александр Зиновьевич Лихтшангоф , 
Любовь Николаевна Лисенкова, Владислава Игоревна Макеева, 
Полина Александровна Жикоренцева, Владимир Николаевич Южанинов



HIS T OR Y OF ME DICINE

МЕДИЦИНА И ОРГАНИЗАЦИЯ ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЯ ТОМ 8   № 3   2023 ISSN 2658-4212

90

Санкт- Петербургский государственный педиатрический медицинский университет. 
194100, Российская Федерация, Санкт- Петербург, ул. Литовская, 2

Контактная информация: Любовь Николаевна Лисенкова — к. и. н., доцент, кафедра гуманитарных дисциплин 
и биоэтики. E-mail: lunili@yandex.ru   ORCID ID: 0000-0001-7211-1090   SPIN: 5058-6883

Для цитирования: Микиртичан Г.Л., Лихтшангоф А.З., Лисенкова Л.Н., Макеева В.И., Жикоренцева П.А., 
Южанинов В.Н. Архитектура больниц Санкт- Петербурга: от петровского барокко к хай-теку. Часть I. Петровское 
барокко // Медицина и организация здравоохранения. 2023. Т. 8. № 3. С. 89–101. DOI: https://doi.org/10.56871/
MHCO.2023.87.10.009

Поступила: 01.06.2023 Одобрена: 12.07.2023 Принята к печати: 04.09.2023

РЕЗЮМЕ. Санкт- Петербург, история которого насчитывает немногим более 300 лет, 
воплотил в себе множество достижений человеческого духа, ума и воли. Возникший по 
замыслу великого Петра, он стал центром культурной и научной жизни нашей страны. 
Один из красивейших городов мира — Санкт-Петербург — благодаря своим архитектурным 
ансамблям может служить путеводителем по архитектурным стилям не только дворцов, 
храмов, административных и промышленных зданий, но и медицинских учреждений, в 
частности больниц. Эти объекты, отличающиеся разнообразной архитектурной стилисти-
кой, составляют уникальное культурно- историческое наследие России. Планируется цикл 
статей, посвященных больничной архитектуре Санкт- Петербурга в историческом ракурсе: 
от ее истоков до современности. Разработана систематизация больничных учреждений 
города по архитектурным стилям: петровское барокко, классицизм, эклектика, неоклас-
сицизм, модерн, конструктивизм, сталинский ампир, функционализм, хай-тек. Временны́е 
рамки в описании играют второстепенную роль, они могут пересекаться — это связано с 
параллельным существованием в разные периоды нескольких направлений архитектуры в 
застройке города. Построенные в одном архитектурном стиле, здания в последующие годы 
могли быть перестроены в другом, целый ряд лечебных заведений первоначально распо-
лагался в уже построенных зданиях, не предназначенных для больниц. Представляемая 
статья посвящена петровскому барокко — первому архитектурному направлению север-
ной столицы, возникшему вначале ХVIII века и связанному с расположенностью Петра I 
к западноевропейской строительной стилистике. Больничная архитектура города берет 
свое начало со строительства первых госпиталей. Кратко рассмотрена история создания 
Адмиралтейского (Морского) и Военно- сухопутного госпиталей на Выборгской стороне, 
Кронштадтского Морского госпиталя. Затронута дискуссия, связанная с ранним этапом 
«военно- госпитального дела» в Санкт- Петербурге. Предпринята попытка восстановить 
внешний облик (экстерьер) Адмиралтейского и Военно- сухопутного госпиталей, опира-
ясь на составленную Д. Трезини «Опись каменному и деревянному строению гошпитали, 
которая на Выборгской стороне».

КЛЮЧЕВЫЕ СЛОВА: Санкт- Петербург; больничная архитектура; петровское барокко; 
Адмиралтейский (Морской) и Военно- сухопутный госпитали; Кронштадтский Морской 
госпиталь; Д. Трезини.

by architects of different eras. However, the 
architecture of service, including medical in-
stitutions, has been little studied. There are no 
generalising, exhaustive works on the subject. 
Meanwhile, these buildings are of great inte-
rest to specialists in various fields (historians, 
doctors, architects, culturologists). This article 
attempts to systematise St. Petersburg’s hospi-
tals of various types by architectural style. Time 

St. Petersburg has rightfully gained fame as 
one of the most beautiful cities in the world, the 
centre of Russian culture and one of the cen-
tres of world culture. It was here that Russian 
scientific medicine and healthcare were born, 
and the first medical centres were opened and 
built. The architecture of the city on the Neva 
River has been studied quite well. It has ab-
sorbed the lea ding styles and trends developed 
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frames in the description play a secondary role, 
they may overlap — this is due to the parallel 
existence in different periods of several archi-
tectural trends in the construction of the city. 
Buildings constructed in one architectural style 
could be rebuilt in another style in the follo-
wing years. It should be noted that a number 
of medical institutions were initially located 
in already constructed buildings not intended 
for hospitals. For example, the building of St 
Nicho las Hospital was originally built as a Cor-
rectional Institution. The building of the St. 
Mary Magdalene Hospital and the Imperial St. 
Petersburg Clinical Maternity Institute were 
mansions, the Elizabethan Community of Sis-
ters of Mercy was a dacha of the count Kushe-
lev-Bezborodko. The first children’s hospital in 
Russia (Nikolayevskaya Children’s Hospital), 
opened in 1834, changed its address twice until 
it got its own building in 1916. The data on hos-
pitals are shown in Table 1.

PETER THE GREAT 
BAROQUE

The history of St. Petersburg’s hospital archi-
tecture begins with the construction of the first 
infirmaries. The heavy and prolonged Northern 
War (1700–1721) waged by Peter the Great led 
to a sharp increase in the number of wounded 
and sick soldiers and “sea servants”. It was ne-
cessary to urgently organise medical business 
in the fortress city “St. Petersburg” founded on 
16th May 1703. In 1704 the question about the 
establishment on the Neva banks of the mili-
tary hospital was discussed. In 1706 there was 
already the “Main” naval hospital [13, 22]1. 
The war with Sweden continued, the infirma-
ries placed in adapted wooden buildings of bar-
racks type could not cope with the huge flow 
of “infirm” soldiers. In addition, the number of 
townspeople was growing rapidly, and military 
men constituted the main part of the population 
along with workers of various specialities and 
officials. Probably, the first places for medical 
care for construction teams consisting of sol-
diers and labourers were small reception rooms 
in huts, tents, dugouts, hastily made board bar-

1 Based on archival documents, researchers have done a lot 
to restore the history of the first infirmaries in St. 
Petersburg. But there are still many questions related to the 
early stage of the “military-hospital business” in the 
northern capital [1–18, 20–25, 29, 30, 32–34].

racks. And for the military in the location of 
regiments and commands were organised medi-
cal huts [4].

On January 24th, in 1715 Peter I published 
a decree to build hospitals on the Vyborg side 
according to the drawing of doctor and archp-
riest2 R.K. Erskin (1677–1718) [13, 14, 17, 22, 
23]. The project envisaged the construction of 
a large complex of buildings (Fach-Verkovsky 
buildings)3, which united in one place the Ad-
miralty (Naval) and Army hospitals. The com-
positional centre was to be the hospital church, 
and at both ends — anatomical theatres for 
each hospital, where medical students were 
trained. The emperor entrusted the construction 
supervision to his favourite architect Domeni-
co Trezzini (1670–1734), who prepared a new 
project of the hospitals in stone — they would 
become an example of strict Petrine Baroque 
(Fig. 1).

Concerned about restoring the fighting ca-
pacity and preserving the health of his soldiers 
and sailors, Peter hastened the construction of 
stone hospitals. At the beginning of construc-
tion of the Admiralty Hospital Peter I gave a 
brief farewell, where were the following words: 
“Here every exhausted serviceman will find 
help and comfort, which he has not had before; 
God only grant that many never had the need to 
be brought here” [3]. 

In December 1723 the eastern half of the 
building (the Naval Hospital) was finished, here 
by the decree of the sovereign were transferred 
sick “naval servants” of the Admiralty Depart-
ment. Already after Peter I’s death, in May 1725, 
because of the deplorable condition of wooden 
hospital barracks, located on the Malaya Neva 
(now Bolshaya Nevka) near the Karpovka Ri-
ver on St. Petersburg Island, here, in the eastern 
building, were transferred to the “infirm” of the 
Army Department [17].

The construction of the western wing of the 
building was slowed down, first of all, due to 
the lack of funds, only in 1733 the construction 
of the stone hospital complex was completed 

2 Archpriest — chief physician and head of the entire 
medical system of the state; a position introduced by Peter 
the Great.

3 A type of enclosing structure of mainly low-rise buildings, 
is a frame formed by a system of horizontal and vertical 
elements and struts made of wooden timber with filling the 
gaps with stone, brick and other materials.
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[1]4. On the right bank of the Neva River grew 
two-storeyed white long buildings of the Admi-
ralty and Land Hospital (Fig. 2). The pilaster 
order, the gallery with sharpened balusters and 
the high roof, painted “red chenille”, and on the 
edges, where the anatomical theatres were lo-
cated, — wings under eight-corner domes, co-
vered with white iron, with sharpened balusters 
of the railing, as well as wooden frames of win-
dows, painted in green5. The restrained Baroque 

4 A number of researchers believe that the construction of 
stone buildings of the Admiralty and Land Hospital was 
completed in 1732. [20].

5 The authors attempted to restore the external appearance 
(exterior) of the Admiralty and Army hospitals, relying on 
D. Trezzini’s “Inventory of the stone and wooden structure 
of the hospital, which is on the Vyborg side, the first half, in 
which transferred from the Admiralty Department sick 
servants”, which is stored in the Russian State Historical 
Archive (RGIA. F. 467. St. Petersburg. 1724. Op. 4. D. 592. 
L. 9–10) [23].

Fig. 1. Topographic plan of Saint Petersburg. Plan K.F. Coieta. N. Michetti, M.G. Zemtsov, D. Trezzini at the construction of 
a military hospital on the Vyborg side. Drawing on the plan. 1722 [27]

Рис. 1. Топографический план Санкт- Петербурга. План К.Ф. Койета. Н. Микетти, М.Г. Земцов, Д. Трезини на постройке 
военного госпиталя на Выборгской стороне. Рисунок на плане. 1722 г. [27]

Fig. 2. Facade of the hospital on the Vyborg side. Unknown artist. Drawing (pencil, ink), 1740s. The State Hermitage Museum [31]

Рис. 2. Фасад госпиталя на Выборгской стороне. Рисунок (карандаш, чернила). Неизвестный художник. 1740-е годы. 
Государственный Эрмитаж [31]

of Peter the Great took on a smart and festive 
appearance.

After Domenico Trezzini’s death, the com-
pletion of his project was entrusted to the ar-
chitects M.G. Zemtsov (1688–1943) and Pi-
etro Trezzini (1692–1760), later to the architect 
I.K. Korobov (1700–1747). By the end of the 
1730, the side stone buildings were erected, 
and the hospitals became a U-shaped complex 
of buil dings opened to the north (Fig. 3) [24]. 
Unfortunately, the construction of the general 
hospital church, which should have become 
the centre of the symmetrical composition, was 
never completed. After repeated rebuildings 
in the 19th century, the anatomical theatre was 
located here, later — the library, which is still 
there today (Fig. 4) [23]. 

Since 1733 the hospitals became “general” 
(educational) — hospital schools were opened 
to train physicians for the needs of the Russian 
army and navy, in 1786 they were reorganised 
into medical and surgical schools. In 1798 the 
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Fig. 3. Plan of the imperial capital city of Saint Petersburg 
in 1737. A complex of hospitals on the plan of St. 
Petersburg in 1737 [19]

Рис. 3. План императорского столичного города Санкт- 
Петербурга 1737 г. Комплекс госпиталей на плане 
Санкт- Петербурга 1737 г. [19]

Imperial Medical and Surgical Academy was 
established on their basis, and the hospitals be-
came its clinical base [25].

The process of construction of the Medical 
and Surgical Academy (now the Kirov Military 
Medical Academy) has always kept pace with 
time, many buildings were built in different 
eras, so it is impossible to attribute the entire 
architectural ensemble to any particular archi-
tectural style — each building, each department 
should be studied separately (Fig. 4)6.

Admiralty hospital on Kotlin Island 
(Kronstadt fortress) was founded in 1717 [23, 
26]7. At first it consisted of small wooden bar-
racks, which were not well adapted for the re-
ception of patients. On 31st July 1721 Peter I 
issued a decree to move the hospital to stone 
buildings. Soon the fortress command came to 
the conclusion that it was inconvenient and dan-
gerous to place the hospital in the centre of the 
city. A new hospital was built in the north-eas-

6 In addition to the architects already named, D. Trezzini, M.G. 
Zemtsov, P. Trezzini, I.K. Korobov, architects A. Porto, 
C. Cameron, A.N. Voronikhin, A.D. Zakharov, K.Y. So-
ko lov, A.H. Pel, military engineer G.S. Voynitsky and 
others worked on the creation of a rich architectural 
ensemble of the Kirov Military Medical Academy.

7 The date of the opening of the Kronstadt hospital, as well 
as the St Petersburg Naval and Army hospitals, is still a 
matter of debate.

tern part of the island, where it is located today. 
The first patients were accommodated there in 
1730. The hospital consisted of three wooden 
wings on a stone foundation [28]. The wooden 
buildings of the hospital were often rebuilt due 
to the frequent fires8.

The first Peter the Great hospitals were built 
according to the then widespread enfilade sys-
tem, which was a series of large passageway 
wards of 20–30 beds adjoining each other in a 
row. This layout, because of the intercommuni-
cation of all rooms, favoured the spread of in-
fection and was completely unsuitable for medi-
cal institutions (Fig. 5) [33]. The first rules for 
the arrangement and maintenance of hospitals 
were established by Peter’s decrees, then by the 
‘Regulations on Hospitals’ of 1735 [9]. 

Concluding a brief characteristic of medi-
cal institutions built in the architectural style 
of Petrine Baroque, we should emphasise the 
dedication of the first architects and buil-
ders of St. Petersburg, who in a short time, in 
the most difficult conditions of the war, lack 
of funds and resources not only built the first 
hospitals, where wounded and sick soldiers 
and sailors were helped, but also laid the foun-
dation for the solemn appearance of the nor-
thern ‘paradise’. Undoubtedly, the decisive 
role was played by the mind and will of Peter 
I, his understanding of the importance of the 
development of medical science, the training 
of healers from ‘natural Russians’, the prospe-
rity of medicine and other sciences in general.
A new stage in the development of hospital ar-
chitecture of the city is associated with the Clas-
sicism era, which will be the subject of the next 
article.

8 In the 1830s, the architect E.H. Anert designed a classical-
style stone building of three-storey buildings arranged in 
the form of the letter “N” for the Kronstadt Hospital. On 
each floor of the central building and side wings there was 
a wide corridor, on both sides of which there were spacious 
and bright wards, on the second and third floors there were 
also operating theatres. The hospital was designed for 2 
thousand beds. In the middle of the main building on the 
first floor there was a church in the name of the Holy 
Prince Alexander Nevsky. On 6th October 1840 the church 
was consecrated and the new hospital was inaugurated, 
which was the last word in the field of infirmary 
construction of that time. In 1905 at the anatomical theatre 
near the main building of the hospital architect 
V.A. Kosyakov built the church of St. Nicholas the 
Wonderworker in Byzantine style [26, 28]. The Naval 
Hospital in Kronstadt is now the 35th Order of Lenin 
Military and Naval Hospital named after N.A. Semashko..
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