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ABSTRACT. This work continues a research project dedicated to the hospital architecture of St. Petersburg
from a historical perspective: from Peter the Great’s baroque on to high-tech. The fourth article in the series
deals with the period of the brick style in architecture, which is characterized by the use of the aesthetic qua-
lities of durable and cheap brick instead of traditional plaster. Buildings with brick cladding were erected in a
shorter time, were more durable in the Russian climate, were cheaper and were beneficial for regions where
the delivery of natural stones was associated with large financial costs. Thanks to these qualities, the brick
style has become widespread in the architecture of St. Petersburg. It has gained particular popularity in the
construction of industrial buildings. The rapid growth of the city’s enterprises entailed the need to organize
medical care for factory workers and, as a result, gave impetus to the development of factory medicine.
Examples of factory medical institutions belonging to the brick style are the hospital of the Obukhovsky
plant, the infirmary of the Okhtinsky gunpowder plant, and the hospital at the Aleksandrovsky plant of the
Nikolaev railway. The artistic and architectural-compositional features of the brick style are also examined
on the example of the Volkovskaya merchant almshouse, the Exchange Merchants Hospital in memory of
Alexander 11, the Evgenievskaya Community of Sisters of Charity of the Red Cross, and the Alexander
Women’s Shelter. The construction of these buildings is associated with another characteristic trend of the
era — the development of the charitable movement. Construction was carried out through the active at-
traction of funds from the enterprises themselves, class and religious organizations and private donations.
Despite its rationality, the brick style developed in the general mainstream of the architecture of the eclectic
period, using the distinctive features of historical styles. Characteristic features of this time are the gradual
spread of a decentralized system of hospital construction, which was based on the desire to disperse patients
and a clearer planning separation of hospital departments, which helped reduce nosocomial infections; the
use of new ventilation systems, room lighting and other technical innovations.

KEYWORDS: Saint Petersburg, hospital architecture, brick style, Volkovskaya merchant
almshouse, Hospital of the Exchange Merchants in memory of Alexander II, Evgeniyevskaya
community of sisters of mercy, Obukhov Plant Hospital, Infirmary of the Okhtinsky Powder Plant,
Alexandrovsky Women’s Shelter
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PE3IOME. /lanHast paboTa mpomoibKaeT MCCIeI0BaTEbCKUI TIPOEKT, TIOCBSAIICHHBI OOMBHIYHON apXu-
tektype Cankr-IleTepOypra B HCTOpHUYECKOM pakypce: OT METPOBCKOro OApOKKO K Xai-Teky. UeTBepras
CTaThs IIMKJIA PacCMaTPUBAET MEPHOJ KUPIUYHOTO CTUIISI B apXUTEKTYpeE, JIIsl KOTOPOTO XapaKTepHO MC-
TIOJIF30BAHHE ICTETHYECKUX Ka4eCTB MPOYHOTO U JICHIEBOr0 KMPITHYa B3aMEH TPAIUIIMOHHON IITYyKaTyp-
ku. CTpoeHus ¢ OOJIMIIOBKOW KHPIIMIOM BO3BOAMIIKCH B O0Jiee KOPOTKHE CPOKH, HMENH OONBIIYIO TTPOY-
HOCTb B POCCHICKOM KJIMMAre, CTOMJIM JIELIEBNIE M MPEACTABISIIN BBITOLY JUIsl PETHOHOB, IJIE JIOCTaBKa
€CTECTBEHHBIX KaMHel Obia cBs3aHa ¢ OOJBIIMMHY (UHAHCOBBIMU 3aTpaTtaMu. braromapst 5TuM KauecTBam
KUPIUYHBIA CTHITH TIOTYYWIT ITPOKOE pacrpocTpanenre B apxutektype CaakT-IletepOypra. Ocolyto mo-
MYJISIPHOCTB OH IIPHOOPEIT B CTPOMTENBCTBE MIPOMBIIIICHHBIX 30aHIH. CTpEeMUTEIbHBIN POCT MPeANPUATHI
ropoza MoBJeK 3a co00i HEOOXOIMMOCTh OpraHU3alMU MEIUIMHCKON MoMoIIn pabounm GabpuK U 3aBo-
JIOB U, KaK CJIE/ICTBHE, IaJl TOUOK JUTS pa3BUTHs (paOpryHO-3aBOICKON MEIUIIMHEL [IpuMepom 3aBonCKHX
MEIMIIMHCKUX YUPEXKICHNH, OTHOCSIINXCS K KUPIIMIHOMY CTHITIO, ABJISFOTCS OombHMIIA OOYXOBCKOTO 3a-
BOza, JazapeT OXTHHCKOro IMOPOXOBOro 3aBoza, OOMbHULA IPH AJIEKCaHJPOBCKOM 3aBoae HukomaeBckoit
JKEJIE3HOH 10poru. XyJI0KECTBEHHBIE U apXUTEKTYPHO-KOMITO3UIIMOHHBIE 0COOEHHOCTH KMPITUYHOTO CTHIIS
TaKKe PACCMOTPEHBI Ha TiprMepe BoJIkoBCKoI Kynieueckol OoraieiibHu, O0JILHUIBI BUpikeBOro KymnedyecTna
B mamsTh Asekcarmpa II, Errermerckoit O0muHb! cectep mumtocepanst Kpacuoro Kpecra, Anekcanapos-
CKOT'O YKEHCKOI0 IpuIoTa. Bo3BeneHne 3THX 37aHui CBSI3aHO C IPYTOi XapaKTepHOH TEHICHIIMEH SI0XH —
Pa3BUTHEM OJIArOTBOPUTENBHOTO IBHKEHHM . CTPOUTEIBCTBO IIUIO 32 CYST AKTHBHOTO IPUBJICYCHHU S CPEZICTB
CaMMX MPEIPUATHHI, COCIOBHBIX U PEJIMTUO3HBIX OPraHU3al1il U YaCTHBIX MOkKepTBOBaHUI. HecmoTps Ha
CBOIO PallMOHAJILHOCTb, KUPIIMYHBIN CTHJIb Pa3BUBAJICA B OOLLEM pyCiie apXUTEKTYpPbl IEPUOZIA IKIEKTHKH,
UCIOJIb3Ys OTIIMYUTEIIBHBIC YePThI HICTOPUUECKUX CTHIICH. XapaKTepHbIMH OCOOCHHOCTSIMH 3TOTO BPEMEHU
SBJISIIOTCSL TIOCTENICHHOE PaclpOCTPaHEHHE ACLCHTPATN30BaHHON CHCTEMbI OOJTBHUYHOTO CTPOUTENLCTBA,
B OCHOBE KOTOPOH JIeXKaJIo CTPEeMJICHHE K PACCEMBAHMIO MAIIMEHTOB M 0OJiee YeTKOE TIIaHMPOBOYHOE 000-
co0JyieHre OTIeNIeHN OOBHMIIBI, CIIOCOOCTBOBABIINE CHIDKCHHIO BHYTPHOOILHUIHOTO WH(HITUPOBAHHSI,
MCIOJIb30BaHKE HOBBIX CUCTEM BEHTHIISLIMHI, OCBEILIEHHOCTH OMELIECHUH 1 IPYTUX TEXHUIECKUX HOBIICCTB.

KJHKOYEBBIE CJIOBA: Cankt-IleTepOypr, OonmpbHUYHAS apXHUTEKTypa, KHUPHUUYHBINA CTHIb,
BonkoBckas kyneueckas 6orajgenbHs, bonpHUa BupkeBoro kynedecTsa B mamsaTh Anekcanapa 1,
EBrenuenckas O6muna cectep munocepaust Kpacunoro Kpecra, bonsuuma OOyxoBckoro 3aBoja,
JlazapeT OXTHHCKOI0 IMOPOXOBOTO 3aBOjIa, AJIEKCAHPOBCKHUH KEHCKUM MPHUIOT

Brick style is a rationalistic direction of archi- absence of exterior wall finishing (plaster, decora-
tecture of the late XIX century, one of the directions tive tiles, moldings), the brickwork itself fulfilled
of eclecticism'. Its main feature is the complete a decorative function. This type of construction

' This article is a continuation of the series of articles on the vious volumes of the journal Medicine and Health Care
architecture of hospitals in St. Petersburg published in pre- Organization [1-3].
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Fig. 1. Volkovskaya almshouse project [§]

Puc. 1. IIpoekt BonkoBckoii 6Goranenbuu [8]

could use both “classic red” clay bricks and
multi-colored bricks covered with glaze. Buildings
constructed with this technology were faster and
cheaper to build, were stronger than plastered ones
and retained their appearance much longer. One of
the founders of brick style I.S. Kitner (1839-1929)
noted: “There is no sensible reason not to use the
advantages of the material from which the building
is erected and hide it under a layer of plaster” [4].
The utilitarian nature of buildings ensured their
mass popularity among service buildings such as
factories, hospitals, military units [5, 6].

An example of the synthesis of brick and
Neo-Russian styles is the Volkovskaya Merchant
Almshouse (3 Volkovka River Embankment). In
1784 merchant F.F. Kvastsov built a wooden men’s
almshouse for Old Believers-Fedoseevites on the
embankment of the Volkovka (Chernaya) river
near the Lutheran Volkovka cemetery. Following
the assassination attempt against Alexander II on
2 April 1879, the Old Believers of St. Petersburg
decided to establish a special ward for sixty bene-
ficiaries and an orphanage for the same number of

children at the Volkovskaya almshouse in memo-
ry of the Emperor’s miraculous deliverance from
death. The project of the architects F.I. Gaberzetel
(1832-1909) and A.I. Tomishko (1851-1900) was
a solemn, elegant building, reminiscent of a fairy-
tale house: rich color scheme, bright kokoshniks,
platbands, high roof with openwork lattice on the
ridge, with turrets and hipped roofs (Fig. 1, 2). It
was planned to cover the facade walls of the base-
ment, the first and second floors with clean mason-
ry using hewn and molded bricks on cement mortar.
The upper floor and the main cornice were exposed
to plaster. The hollows were intended to contain
colored tiles, balusters under the kokoshniks and
other decorations made of pottery [7].

The construction began in 1880 under the direc-
tion of F.I. Gaberzetel. But after Alexander II died
on 1 March 1881, the solemnity and elegance of the
building devoted to the salvation of the sovereign
became inappropriate in the light of these tragic
events [10]. There was not enough time to make the
roof look as designed, the finishing of the building
was delayed and was not carried out outside at all.
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Fig. 2. The building of the Volkovskaya almshouse. 3rd floor plan [9]

Puc. 2. 3nanue BonkoBckoii 6oranensuu. [1nan Tperbero staxa [9]

Besides, after the Law “On the Rights of Schis-
matics” issued on 3 May 1883 came into force, the
construction of the main building of the almshouse
became illegal'. Although the construction was not
completed, it perfectly conveys the stylistics and
motifs of Old Russian architecture. Floor division
is emphasized by continuous cornices and various
wall finishes. The ground floor is decorated with a
high banded rustication?, the second floor is distin-
guished by the design of windows with platbands
in the form of kokoshniks on shaped columns, the
third floor is marked by framing windows with
fielded panels® with dentils and screens in the parti-
tions. The crowning cornice with dentils and a wide
frieze of widths is made only over the side parts of
the building (Fig. 3). There is a three-stage avant-
corps with an arched passage in the central part of
the facade (Fig. 5). The windows are of different
design: rectangular on the ground floor, semi-circu-
lar with keel-shaped centerpiece and columns with
interceptions — on the second floor, Florentine with
weights — on the third floor (Fig. 4), semi-circular

' The law allowed the construction of prayer rooms in exis-

ting private residences, but prohibited the construction of
new public buildings for prayer rooms or the construction
of schismatic almshouses, hospitals, cemeteries and simi-
lar public institutions [11].

2 Banded rustication — finishing the facade (usually the
lower part) with deep horizontal incisions without vertical
joints.

Fielded panels — a frame border together with an inner
field, most often rectangular in shape

three-part window framed by a profiled archivolt
with teeth — above the gateway.

By 1888, the building had not been completed
yet. Only one third of the rooms were finished
and occupied by Old Believer women. Most of
the windows were covered with boards [13]. The
idea to arrange a children’s orphanage in the new
building was not carried out either. According to
the information for 1898 there were no children
in the almshouse [14]. After the revolution the
building housed children’s medical institutions.
Since 1918 the former Volkovskaya almshouse
served as a hospital for refugee children of the
Petrograd Society in memory of N.I. Pirogov,
which later became simply the N.I. Pirogov Hos-
pital [15, 16]. In the 1960s, the building housed
the United Children’s Hospital of Frunzensky
District and Children’s Polyclinic No. 4, in the
1970s Children’s Hospital No. 21 was located
there. Since 2009 the building has housed the
City Skin and Venereological Clinic (Fig. 5).

Brick style became a unique symbol of indus-
trial architecture and was actively used as the most
rational direction in terms of climatic conditions,
simplicity of construction and economical opera-
tion. Russian industrialization of the second half
of the XIX century manifested by the creation of
large industrial and factory production, and the for-
mation of factory medicine. Factory medicine is a
form of medical care for factory workers in medi-
cal institutions organized by the management of
enterprises. Labor conditions at many production
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Fig. 3. Elements of the side part of the facade of the building Fig. 4. Decoration of the windows of the central risalit of the
of the Volkovskaya merchant almshouse [12] building of the Volkovskaya merchant almshouse [12]

Puc. 3. Dnementsl GokoBoii wactu ¢acana 3manus Bonkos-  Puc. 4. OdopmieHne OKOH HEHTPAJIbHOTO pU3AINTA 31aHHS
CKOif Kyreueckoii 6oranensuu [12] BonkoBckoii kyneueckoit 6oragensuu [12]

Fig. 5. City dermatovenerological clinic. Modern look [17]

Puc. 5. T'oponckoii KoKHO-BeHeposiornaeckuit qucmancep. CoBpeMeHHbIH Bu [17]

facilities were characterized as unfavorable and in Moscow province” was one of the first laws on
harmful, sanitary norms were not observed, and all factory medical care, which obliged the owners
this contributed to a high level of injuries, morbidi- of enterprises with more than one thousand wor-
ty and mortality. The law of 1866 “On the arrange- kers to arrange hospitals at the rate of one bed per
ment of hospital premises at factories and plants 100 people [18]. Although the law initially applied
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to the Moscow province, from 1867 it came into
force throughout the Russian Empire according to
the decree of the State Council.

The Obukhov factory was one of the first large
industrial enterprises in the capital to organize
medical care for its employees. In 1865, an infir-
mary for workers was established there. By 1885,
the number of infirmary beds had increased, two
outpatient clinics were organized. Among the
employees were six doctors, two paramedics, an
orderly and a cleaner; the equipment of the rooms
was improved. However, the influx of patients
required the factory management to increase the
bed fund. In 1897-1898 the funds donated by
one of the founders of the plant P.M. Obukhov
(1820-1869) were used to build the hospital
of the Obukhov factory (124 Obukhovskaya
Oborona Avenue) and a house for the hospital
administration with an outpatient clinic (120
Obukhovskaya Oborona Avenue). The hospital
was designed for 120 beds, there were wards
of different capacity: 36 beds in a general ward
and 6 beds in separate wards. It is noteworthy
that there was a maternity hospital for seven
beds. Treatment was available both for workers,
and their parents, wives and children [19-21].
The buildings built by architect F.F. Lumberg
(1867 — after 1917) fit harmoniously into the ap-
pearance of the surrounding industrial buildings:
massive unplastered walls and brick decor, large

Fig. 7. Hospital of the Obukhov plant.
pediment [17]

Side projection

Puc. 7. Bonbuuna OOyxoBckoro 3aBozna. ®poHTOH GOKOBOro
puzanuta [17]

windows for good illumination of interior spaces.
A symmetrical side avant-corps (Fig. 6) decorates
the elongated one-floor building of the hospital.
Their gable is crowned with a turret, in the tym-
panum' there is a perspective arch decorated with
dentils, its masonry in the center imitates a castle
stone. A small round window inside is decorated
with a geometric flower, referring to the images

' Tympanum — the field of a pediment, gable or zakomara

limited by an extended projection.
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Fig. 8. House for the administration of the Obukhov plant hospital with an outpatient clinic [23]

Puc. 8. Jlom ist aAMHUHUACTpALIMU OOJBHUIIBI ¢ aMOyatopueii [23]

of the Gothic rose window (Fig. 7). The cornice
is decorated with dentils and a row of four-stage
machicolations', the brickwork imitates a blind
balustrade. The form of the windows interprets
the Renaissance Florentine window?: it consists
of several ray arches united by one. The mason-
ry in the center of the lintel imitates a capstone.
They are flanked by false windows with dentils.
The false central avant-corps is highlighted by
pilasters at the corners, framing the entrance of
the building. The pediment repeats the form of
the side avant-corps, however, there are figures
instead of a window in the tympanum. These
figures indicate the year of construction (1897).
Above the entrance there are small windows with
a beam lintel separated by a column (Fig. 8).

After the revolution, the building continued to
serve as a medical facility of the factory. In 1922
it was renamed into the Petrograd State Ordnance
Optical and Steel Works Factory “Bolshevik”.
During the war years it housed a military field
hospital of the 55th Army of the Leningrad Front,
since 1973 — Hospital No. 24, since 2007 — the
central office of the production-technological
complex “Moderam” [22].

One building is especially interesting. It is
the house for the hospital administration and an
outpatient clinic which occupies two-floor, rec-

' Machicolation — hinged loopholes located in the upper
part of fortress walls and towers.

> Florentine window — a double or triple window with
arched terminations united by one large arch.

tangular building. The symmetrical facade with
plastered details is faced with red brick, rustica-
tion decorates the ground floor and corner parts
of the building. The crowning cornice is profiled,
has dentils. The floors are divided by a draught
belt with molded garlands and “running wave”
ornament. The windows of the ground floor have
rectangular shape, they are profiled with plat-
bands with keystones, underneath there are fillets;
the windows of the second floor have rectangu-
lar shape with profiled platbands with “ears”, the
windows of oriels, situated on the edges of the
building, are arched. Doorways are arched with a
fan rusticated archivolt, decorative molded brac-
kets of the side oriels frame the entrance. In 2014,
the building was handed over to the Obukhov
Factory History Museum (Fig. 8).

Another example of a medical institution built
in brick style is the hospital at the Alexandrovsky
Factory of the Nikolayevskaya Railway (13
Tsimbalina Str.), which began operating from the
foundation of the enterprise in 1826. The hospi-
tal was designed for 40 beds and occupied the
ground floor of the wooden building of the for-
mer barracks for workers. By the end of the XIX
century, a new building had to be constructed
due to expansion of the plant. The construction
plan was drawn up by the Road Administration
in 1898. The whole complex of buildings was
erected according to the project of L.P. Shishko
(1873-1942) and under the supervision of civil
engineer N.N. Ignatyev (1865 — after 1920).
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Fig. 9. Hospital at the Aleksandrovsky plant of the Nikolaev rail

Puc. 9. bonpHuna npu AnexkcanapoBckoM 3aBose HukonaeBckoit

way. 1st floor plan [24]

JKene3Hoi noporu. Ilnan nepsoro staxka [24]

The hospital building has two floors arranged in
a W-shape. The brickwork of the facade creates
relief forms: lesenes, protruding wedge-shaped
lintels of wide windows with keystones, shaped
niches, dentils and turrets.

The hospital was arranged according to the
corridor type (Fig. 9). The ground floor housed a
reception room, a paramedic, six wards for two
people, a sterilization room, an operating room,
and a room for instruments; the second floor
housed a maternity ward, wards for two, three,
and six people, and one ward for a difficult pa-
tient. The windows of the wards faced south.
Each floor had its own cupboard, laundry, toilets
and bathrooms. Two wooden barracks housed
contagious patients. A pharmacy with a dispen-
sary, a kitchen and a laundry with a disinfection
chamber, a chapel connected with a funeral par-
lor and a sectional room were located in sepa-
rate buildings. In addition to the employees of
the plant and their families, the nearest doctor’s
stations were served here.

After the revolution, the clinic was renamed
the Hospital at the Proletarsky and Oktyabrsky
factories of the Oktyabrskaya railway (Fig. 10).
In 1996, after the factories were closed, the
building was transferred to the hospital of inter-

nal troops. Now the complex is under the juris-
diction of the 3rd military hospital of the Natio-
nal Guard troops of the Russian Federation. Re-
construction has been ongoing for several years
[24, 25].

The brick style also includes the complex of
buildings of the Okhta gunpowder plant. Medi-
cal service had appeared at the plant since 1816,
but the infirmary received its own premises only
in 1881 — it was designed for 25 beds. By the
end of the XIX century the one-floor wooden
building of the infirmary accommodated up to
6316 people (taking into account employees
with their families). As the infirmary building
was dilapidated, unusable and did not fulfil its
purpose, the construction of a new stone building
(10 Krasina Street) was started in spring 1910.
The project envisaged construction of three
buildings for 75 beds: the main one (42 beds)
served for internal and surgical diseases, as well
as women’s and contagious departments. Each
building had its own special medical staff. The
construction of new buildings according to the
project of architects V.Y. Simonov (1856-?) and
A.A. Pashikhin (1870-?) had been completed by
1912, finishing works continued until 1914. The
main building of the infirmary looks restrained.
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Fig. 10. Exterior view of the Proletarsky Plant hospital. Photo: S.A. Magaziner, 1927

Puc. 10. Buewmnuii Bug 60abHuIb [ponerapekoro 3aBoga'. ®oto: C.A. Marasunep, 1927 1.
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Fig. 11.Infirmary of the Okhtinsky gunpowder plant. Main building [17]

Puc. 11JIazaper OXTHHCKOTrO IOPOXOBOTO 3aBoja. [ aBHoe 3nanue [17]

Gothic elements add a touch of “romanticism” In 1912-1914 the infirmary mostly treated
to its austere appearance: crenellated gable ends, workers and foremen of the plant. Many patients
turrets on the corners of the building (Fig. 11).  were diagnosed with diseases caused by industri-

al factors such as burns, injuries, facial wounds,

! Central State Archive of Film, Photo and Sound Docu- gas and acid poisoning, various fractures and
ments of St. Petersburg. Photodocuments. Op. 1GR-10. diseases of the respiratory and digestive systems.
Ed. chr. 12028. Patients with surgical and complicated diseases
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were sent to city hospitals, mainly to the Niko-
layevsky Hospital, Obukhov and Petropavlovsk
hospitals.

Currently, the historical buildings of the
Okhta Gunpowder Factory have been trans-
ferred to the North-West District Research
and Clinical Centre named after L.G. Sokolov
[26]'. Restoration works are being completed.

The period of barrack hospital construction
is an important stage in the history of hospital
care. They developed and shaped basic hygienic
requirements for the hospital layout. Barracks
were arranged at a distance from each other to
ensure the most favorable conditions of aeration
and insolation for hospital premises. Separation
of patients according to the type of illness and
placing them separately contributed to the re-
duction of hospital-acquired infections.

V.A. Shreter (1839-1901) was one of the
main initiators and propagators of the brick style.
He designed the Hospital of the Exchange Mer-
chants in memory of Alexander II (Bolshoi Pros-
pect of Vasilievsky Island, 77/17). The architect
gained a new experience of building a medical
institution. Initially, the hospital was intended
for men, mainly those who were associated with
the activities of the St. Petersburg port. The de-
sign program was developed with the assistance
of doctors N.F. Zdekauer, 1.V. Bertenson and
N.I. Sokolov. The St. Petersburg City Alexander
Barracks Hospital named after S.P. Botkin (3
Mirgorodskaya Str.) served as a model in many
respects. On 25 July 1887 the hospital was laid,
and on 6 December 1889 the hospital began to
receive patients. The complex included a stone
two-floored dwelling house of administration
(Fig. 12), one-floor stone and partly wooden
building of the reception center with an office,
an outpatient clinic and a pharmacy, three wo-
oden one-floor pavilions for fourteen beds each:
for non-infectious patients, typhoid and patients
with other infectious diseases (Fig. 13); a wo-
oden one-floor pavilion with a central stone part

' In July 1919 the infirmary was renamed into the Po-
rokhovskaya Hospital. In 1927 it was named after
L.B. Krasin, then in 1952 the hospital was named as the
United Hospital after L.B. Krasin, finally, in 1970 it was
assigned No. 13. Since 2003 the building has been reas-
signed to the Scientific and Treatment Centre for Veterans
of Special Risk Units. Then, when it was merged with
Polyclinic No. 2 of the Arsenal Machine-Building Plant, it
became Medical Centre No. 144, which in turn was trans-
ferred to Clinical Hospital No. 122 named after
L.G. Sokolov in 2015.

les négociants de la bourse de Si. Pelershourg
memoire de L'EMPEREUR ALEXANDRE 11,

\\\\\

Fig. 12. Hospital of the St. Petersburg Exchange Merchants
in memory of Alexander II. Administration House [29]

Puc. 12. bonbnuna Cankt-IletepOyprckoro bupxesoro ky-
neyecTBa B namaTh Anekcannpa II. Jlom agmunaucTpa-
i [29]

Fig. 13. Hospital of the St. Petersburg Exchange Merchants
in memory of Alexander II. Wooden barrack [30]

Puc. 13. Bonpnuna Canxt-IletepOyprckoro bupxkesoro xy-
neyecTBa B nmamaTh Anekcanzapa II. JlepeBsnusiii 6a-
pax [30]

for surgical and convalescent patients with an
operating theatre (Fig. 14), a one-floor wooden
building with a parsonage, a section, a stable and
a barn; a laundry with a disinfection chamber,
a stone chapel, a stone one-floor building with
an engine room and a bathhouse, an icehouse.
When the hospital was opened, it turned out that
the most frequent patients were admitted to the
surgical department. Therefore, the second pa-
vilion was built on the donations of merchant
G.P. Eliseev (1864-1949), it was a stone one-
floor building with an operating theatre and a
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Fig. 14. Plan of barracks No. 1 and No. 2 for convalescent and surgical patients [31]

Puc. 14. Ilnan 6apakoB Ne 1 u Ne 2 1yt BBI3IOpPaBIMBAIOIINX ¥ XUPYPIHYECKUX OONBHBIX [31]

Bapaxs I'."II. ExncheBa JIS XHPYPLAUECKAXD GONBHBING.

Fig. 15. G.P. Eliseev barak for surgical patients [32]

Puc. 15. bapax I'Il. EnuceeBa 11 Xxupyprudeckux O0NbHBIX [32]

ward for surgical patients, which was called which allowed air to ventilate the wards from all
“G.P. Eliseev’s barrack” (Fig. 15). The pavi- sides, thus protecting them from harmful vapors
lions were made of wood because the material rising from the soil. The hospital was the first to
was cheap. Their peculiarity was installation on install electric lighting. All the pavilions were
brick pillars. The underground remained open, surrounded by specially planted greens [27,

MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION VOLUMES 22 2024 ISSN 25aB-4212



W3 WCTOPUI MERUILUHDI

103

28]. The buildings of the hospital were decora-
ted modestly: beam lintels of windows, stepped
consoles, rows of pavements or shaped bricks,
small turrets on the roofs. The wooden barracks
are decorated with carvings in the Russian style.
Now the buildings of the former St. Petersburg
Exchange Merchant’s Hospital in memory of
Emperor Alexander II house the Children’s City
Infectious Diseases Hospital No. 3.

The brick style also includes the hospital of
the Eugenia Community of Red Cross Sisters of
Charity (3 Starorusskaya Str.), founded on the
initiative of Princess Eugenia Maximilianov-
na Oldenburgskaya (1845-1925)'. On 30 June
1896 a shelter dedicated to Emperor Alexan-
der III for elderly sisters of mercy were laid. It
was located at the corner of Starorusskaya and
Novgorodskaya Streets, and housed the commu-
nity of St. Eugenia with a hospital and training
courses, as well as a hospital pavilion in memory
of Emperor Alexander III. The hospital pavilion
for 26 surgical patients was also laid in memory
of St. Great Martyr Demetrius of Solunsk and
St. Great Martyr Sophia [35]. Pavilion named
after Emperor Alexander III and other buildings
were erected on the donations of benefactors and
the funds of the Committee of Trustees Commu-
nity. In order to strengthen fundraising for the
construction, in 1896 the Committee of Trustees
began to publish open letters (Fig. 16—17) and
artistic envelopes. They could be used to send
business cards (for a long time these envelopes
were called “instead of visits”) [36-38]°.

' The Eugene Community of the Red Cross Sisters of Mercy
was established under the St. Petersburg Committee for the
Care of the Red Cross Sisters of Mercy in early April 1882.
Some sisters of mercy were involved in the Russian-Tur-
kish War of 1877-1878 and the Akhal-Teke expedition of
1880-1881, after the end of these dramatic events they
found themselves without work and means of subsistence.
In order to help them, a committee was established, and in
late 1886 Princess E.M. Oldenburgskaya took over its pa-
tronage, and on 7 January 1893, in memory of the 25th
anniversary of her marriage to Alexander Petrovich Olden-
burgsky, the dormitory of the Committee’s sisters was re-
named the Community of St. Eugenia [33, 34].

2 Envelopes for Easter and Christmas were issued in the first

year, and from 1897 open letters began to be issued. At that
time only postcards with city views were issued in Russia.
.M. Stepanov, who became the head of the Community’s
publishing house, proposed the idea of publishing artistic
open letters. At first, postcards were issued only twice a
year, the anniversary of A.S. Pushkin and the anniversary
of St. Petersburg attracted new artists and launched the in-
crease of editions. The circulation of the Community’s

- -

Fig. 16. Kiosk selling “Open Letters”. Saint Petersburg. Photo:
K. Bulla, 1912 [17]

Puc. 16. Kuock no mponpaxe «OTKpbITBIX nucem». CaHKT-
[TetepOypr. ®oro: K. Byma, 1912 1. [17]

On 14 January 1900, the outpatient clinic
was consecrated and the barracks of the commu-
nity were opened: a therapeutic barrack in the
name of Emperor Alexander III and a surgical
barrack in honor of Saints Demetrius of So-
lunsk and Martyr Sophia [40]. On 14 December
1900 the hospital pavilion named after Empress
Alexandra Fyodorovna was opened, it included
two departments: gynecological and women’s
therapeutic ones. The latest requirements of hy-
giene and medical science [41] were taken into
account when arranging the premises, including
improved ventilation systems, lighting, labo-
ratory equipment with the possibility of using
experimental-laboratory methods of research.
A church in the name of Blessed Grand Duke
Alexander Nevsky and Saint Martyr Eugenia
for 400 people was built on the first floor. The

postcards, initially a few hundred copies, later increased to
10,000. Through its publishing activities, the Community
gained nationwide fame. Famous artists engaged in the
work created not only front sides of the cards, but also ad-
dress sides, with the same care. Community signs were de-
signed using one of the main symbols of medicine —
the red cross — in various colour and graphic variations.
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Fig. 17. An open letter to the community of St. Eugenia. Artist: E.M. Boehm [39]

Puc. 17. OtkpbiTOC HCHMO B 10Jb3y o0muHbl CB. EBrennn. Xymoxuuk E.M. bém [39]

church was elegantly finished with gilding. The
wells were painted with light colors, the space
of the church was full of light and air [42]. The
architect D.K. Prussak (1859 — after 1917) su-
pervised the construction of the complex. The
main building of the Community has two or
three floors' and an angular shape. The facade
decoration is based on the contrast of horizon-
tals and verticals. The building is partitioned
vertically with lesenes, the floor division is em-
phasized by a continuous cornice at the level of
the second and third floors and by screens at the
level of the fourth floor. The crowning cornice is
decorated with small turrets with niches and an
arcature belt. The corner three-stage avant-corps
is decorated with pilasters and three large arched
windows (Fig. 18).

In 1917, after the revolution, the community
was liquidated. The hospital continued to func-
tion, in October 1918 it was named after Fried-
rich Adler, in April 1921 — after Y.M. Sverd-
lov. Since 1990 it was remained as City Hospi-
tal No. 46, and in 1993 it regained the original
name “St. Eugenia Hospital”.

The building of the Alexandrovsky Women'’s
Shelter? (Bolshoy pr. Vasilievsky Island, 49-51)

' In 1905-1908 the hospital buildings were substantially re-
built and expanded under the supervision of civil engineer
F.A. Sitnikov. The pavilion named after Alexander III was
extended by two floors. On the first floor there were orga-
nized free therapeutic wards named after Princess E.M. Ol-
denburgskaya, on the third floor there were an operating
room, laboratories, water treatment and electrification
rooms. In 1912, the Bodo Egerstorf company built a con-
crete chapel for funeral services.

2 The Empress Alexandra Feodorovna was pleased to allow
naming the new hospital in her honor. Ten years later, in
1905, she accepted patronage over the orphanage. There

\ X.‘ .
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Fig. 18. The building of the Evgenievskaya Community of
Sisters of Mercy of the Red Cross. Modern look [17]

Puc. 18. 3nmanne EBrenuenckoii OOIIMHBI cecTep MHUIOCEP-
nust Kpacnoro Kpecra. CoBpemenssiii Buz [17]

was constructed in 1897-1899 according to the
project of one of the brightest representatives of
the brick style — architect K.K. Schmidt (1866—
1945). The orphanage was built on private funds
of benefactors — evangelist parishioners. Ma-
jor industrialists L.L. Koenig, E.L. Nobel,
G.G. van Gilze van der Pals, M.L. Otmar-Neis-
cheller, K.G. Faberge made a great contribution.
In order to raise funds for the construction of
the women’s hospital and maternity hospi-
tal, a committee was established in December
1893 on the initiative of Bishop Konrad Freif-
eld and Dr Karl Germanovich Wiedemann
(1850-1918), the future chief physician and

may be different variants of the name: Alexandrovsky and
Alexandrinsky.

MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION

VOLUMES 22 2024

ISSN 25aB-4212



W3 WCTOPUI MERUILUHDI

105

Fig. 19. View of the building of the Alexander Women’s Shelter from Bolshoy Prospekt of Vasilievsky Island and from the
14th line of Vasilievsky Island. Main entrance. Based on a photograph by K. Bulla, engraver M.N. Rashevsky [44]

Puc. 19. Bup 3panus AnexkcaHApOBCKOIO KEHCKOro mpuioTa ¢ bonbioro npocnekra BacunbeBckoro octposa u ¢ 14-i nunuu
BacunseBckoro octposa. [maBusiit Bxon. [To ¢potorpaduu K. Bymna, rpasep M.H. Pamesckuii [44]

director of the hospital complex'. The building
was consecrated and ceremonially opened on
7 March 1899. A midwifery school was estab-
lished in the orphanage in September 1899.

' In January 1895, permission was obtained from the city

administration to build the planned hospital and organise a
medical practice. On 8 November 1895 it was opened in
the premises of the profitable house No. 34 on the 7th line
of Vasilievsky Island. Later, the hospital’s Board of Trus-
tees purchased two adjacent houses on the Bolshoy Pros-
pect of Vasilievsky Island for building: in the beginning of
1895 from the heirs of merchant I.G. Luther — plot No. 49,
and a year and a half later — from the Bauman-Gauderer
family — plot No. 51/13 on the corner of the 14th line. The
design was initially launched by the architect P.V. Alish
(1842 — after 1917), then the order was fully transferred
to K.K. Schmidt. The clients obliged the architect to con-
sult with the main authorities of the rationalist direction —
V.A. Schroeter and I.S. Kitner.

In 1897, thanks to generous donations, it became possible
to expand the territory of the future hospital, having bought
an adjacent plot on Bolshoi Prospekt — today it is house
No. 51 [43].

The orphanage building has three floors and
a “P” shape. One of the wings was shortened
because of the house in front of the building
on the 14th line of Vasilievsky Island (Fig. 19).
Side wings were surrounded by an open court-
yard where the main entrance was located
(Fig. 20). The side wings had service entrances
and staircases. A garden adjoined the building
from the Bolshoi Avenue side. In 1927, after
the reconstruction of the avenue, it became
part of the general boulevard.

The building was executed in the Roma-
nesque-Gothic style. The facade was finished
with foreign light and dark facing bricks, and
for the first time in St. Petersburg fluted bricks
were used. The ground floor is marked with
dark red bricks, the second and third floors
with light yellow bricks with horizontal stripes,
geometric patterned belts and red brick inserts
(Fig. 21). The southern facade of the building,
stretching along the large Vasilievsky Island
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Fig. 20. Reception of women in labor at the main entrance of
the Alexandrovsky Women’s Shelter. Photo: K. Bulla.
Early 1900s [45]

Puc. 20. Ilpuem pokeHWII y TIABHOTO TOIbe3na AJCKCaH-
poBckoro nputorta s xkenuud. @oto: K. bynna. Haua-
1o 1900-x rT. [45]

Avenue, is dissected by three narrow cross-
beams with complex gables, which sharpen the
silhouette of the building. Previously, there was
a row of pinnacles14 and an openwork parapet
along the perimeter of the high roof (Fig. 19).
The cornice is decorated with a row of dentils
and an arcuate belt resembling machicolations.
The courtyard facade features a wide avant-corps
with a perspective portal on the basis of a lancet
arch, ending with three triangular pinnacles'
(Fig. 22). Outlines of niches and some windows
refer to Gothic forms as they imitate lancet
arches and trifolia®. The interior decoration was
rather modest but functional.

The floors of the lobby, corridors and operating
theatre were lined with Mettlach tiles. Stained
glass windows were installed on staircase lan-
dings, in windows above the stairs and in a con-
ference room. Particular attention should be paid
to the stained glass window on the landing of the
front staircase, which is a rare example of a genre
scene in stained glass art of this time (Fig. 23). The
painting depicts a young smiling woman in a white

! Pinnacle — a decorative turret or pyramid, completing a
cornice, platband, etc.
2 Trifolium — a symmetrical figure bounded by three identi-

cal circles, the centres of which are located in the vertices
of an equilateral triangle.

fiddasiieiie

Fig. 21. Details of the design of the end facade of the Alexandrovsky
Women’s Shelter building. Photo: S. Zakharenkova

Puc. 21. Jeranun odopmieHus TopueBoro ¢acama 3aaHUSL
AnexcaHIpoBcKoro xeHckoro mputora. doro C. 3axa-
peHKOBa

Fig. 22.

Inner courtyard of the Alexandrovsky Women’s
Shelter [47]

Puc. 22. BuyTpeHHHii 1BOp 34aHUS AJEKCaHAPOBCKOTO KEH-
ckoro nputoTa [47]

apron bathing an infant. The background ornament
consists of alternating rosettes® [47].

The lower floor housed utility rooms, recep-
tion, kitchen, and washrooms. The latest technical
innovations were used: the air ventilation device
made it possible to completely change the air in the

* The stained glass windows in the conference room and
staircase landing had similar ornamentation. A simple ge-
ometric grid of stained glass was also present in the nar-
rower windows of the grand staircase, above the steps.
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Fig. 23. Window of the main staircase made of colored glass
with allegorical drawings

Puc. 23. OxHO mapaJHO JeCTHULBI U3 LIBETHBIX CTEKOJI C aJl-
JIETOPHYECKUMHU PHCYHKAMH'

whole building twice within an hour, each room
had a device for regulating the heating temperature,
a washbasin with cold and hot water, and electric
lighting throughout the building. A special hoist
bed on wheels was arranged for the weak and se-
riously ill who had no strength to climb the stairs.
The first floor was occupied by the gynecological
and septic wards, an operating room and an audi-
torium for lecturing to the female students of the
midwifery school. The third floor was reserved for
the maternity ward. There was also a pharmacy, a
laboratory for chemical and microscopic investiga-
tions, richly equipped with devices, a linen depart-
ment, a small hall where conferences were held and
newborns were baptized. All the rooms for the sick
were placed with windows facing south for better
sunlight. The orphanage was arranged for 80 beds.
The wards were designed for different numbers of
patients, the paid ones could be provided to the poor
without charge if necessary 2 [44, 48].

' Central State Archive of Film, Photo and Sound Documents

of St.Petersburg. Photodocuments. Op. 1E-4. Ed. chr. 3591.
The treatment was free of charge for poor women. Those
who wished to occupy the whole room paid 65 rubles for

In 1918, the orphanage was renamed into the
Wiedemann Maternity Hospital. Since 1973 it has
been Maternity Hospital No. 1 of Vasileostrovsky
District, and since 1999 the Pirogov Multidisci-
plinary Clinic has been opened in the building.

The Vyborg City Hospital (66 Bolshoy Samp-
sonievsky Ave., lit. B) is an interesting example
of building conversion for health care needs. A
two-floored rectangular building (Fig. 25) was
constructed in 1899-1900 (Fig. 24). It was de-
signed in the brick style by L.L. Peterson (1842—
1902) for the Mechanical Spinning and Weaving
School The brickwork imitates rustication on the
entire surface of the walls. The large windows
are decorated with a relief wedge or semi-circu-
lar lintel with imitation capstone, the windows of
the first floor have “ears”, the floor division is
emphasized by a continuous cornice, the crow-
ning cornice is decorated with a belt of three-
stage dentils. The central rizalit is highlighted by
decorations: wide dentils, shaped niche, screens,
two shaped turrets (Fig. 26).

In 1906, the building was purchased by the
city public administration due to overcrowding of
the city children’s hospital in honor of the Holy
Coronation of Their Imperial Majesties. The new-
ly-formed institution was named Vyborg Hospi-
tal and was originally intended to house typhoid
patients. In 1906—1908, architect N.I. Postnikov
(1880 — after 1931) rebuilt the main building
and a one-floor wing, and repaired the dwelling
house, laundry, janitor’s office, and chimney lo-
cated on the territory of the hospital. An icehouse,
a wooden barn, a chapel, an incinerator, a steam
heating system, electric lighting from the chil-
dren’s hospital and a sewerage system® were also
constructed. In 1908, the roofs were repaired, a
stable was built in a wooden barn, and a rest room
was arranged. The hospital was equipped within a
month and a half. The grand opening took place
on 26 November 1906. The press emphasized that

assistance during childbirth and a ten-day stay and 5 rubles
per day for further time. They could keep a relative in the
same room. Those who occupied only one bed in a separate
room paid 40 rubles for the same time and 3 roubles per
day for further stay, in common wards — 10 rubles and 1
ruble per day, if it was necessary to stay longer. It was em-
phasized that the attitude of the staff was the same for paid
and free patients. The committee of the orphanage decided
that the director and chief physician, three assistants and
four midwives should always be at the orphanage in order
to provide continuous medical care for the sick. The staff
had their own quarters in the building.

*  CSHA SPb. F 513. Op. 101. D. 194. L. 35-39.
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Fig. 24.Peterson L.L. Project of the Mechanical-Spinning-Weaving School on Sampsonievsky Prospekt in St. Petersburg. 1899 [49]

Puc. 24. Tletepcon JI.JI. [Ipoekt MexaHUKO-IIPSIMIBHO-TKALIKOTO yumiuiia no CaMrcoHueBCcKoMy npociekty B [letepOypre.

1899 1. [49]
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Fig. 25. Vyborg City Hospital. 1st floor plan

Puc. 25. Bsiboprckas roposckas 6onpauna. [lnan nepsoro sraxa!

the construction work, equipment and additions
to the main building cost the city cheaply —
about 250,000 rubles. The hospital could accom-
modate up to 350 patients [50]. In 1907 it was
supposed to expand the hospital due to the over-
crowding of city hospitals and the need to vacate
them. The plans included the construction of two
four-floor buildings on both sides of the main
building: one would house rooms for 225 beds
and a surgical department, the other — rooms for
nurses, flats for assistants, 80 hospital beds; and
a three-floor house for the middle administrative
staff, surgeon and chief physician [51]. By 1910,

' CSHA SPb. F 513. Op. 101. D. 194. L. 9-10.

the hospital had 300 regular beds: 163 beds for
men and 137 — for women [52]. After the revo-
lution the hospital building was transferred to the
Karl Marx Mechanical Plant which adjoined its
territory. Now it houses the Terra Nova group of
companies.

The Ushakov Hospital (Stachek Ave., 34,
lit. G), which was originally the All Saints’ Land
Hospital, is an example of a very modest use
of the brick style decoration. The hospital was
opened in 1875, it was located in a dacha donated
by merchant A.M. Ushakov (1825-1917). The
merchant renovated the building together with
businessmen A. Shau and A. Grigoriev. Every
year new buildings were erected: an icehouse, a
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Fig. 26. Details of the facade of the Vyborg City Hospital
building. Photo: V.I. Makeeva

Puc. 26. Hderamu dacaga 3manus l[opoxackoit Bridoprckoit
oonpHunbl. Doto: B.M. Makeesa

bathhouse, a canteen, infectious barracks, a sur-
gical department. In 1879 a garden was arranged
on the territory, and in 1910 a stone building was
built — the only surviving one from the whole
complex [53, 54]. The building had three floors,
L-shape and a minimum of decoration — only
cornices, emphasizing the floor division, were
decorated with dentils (Fig. 27). In the middle of
the XX century the building was plastered with
rustication and lost its appearance.

The All Saints Land Hospital was designed
for 50 beds. Residents of St. Petersburg pro-
vince, except for venereal and mental patients,
were admitted to the hospital for treatment at full
maintenance. Persons who did not pay the zem-
stvo fee were charged 9 rubles a month. A free
outpatient clinic was organized, it provided me-
dicines to the indigent [55]. In 1919 Putilov fac-
tory hospital was transferred to this building. In
1922 the hospital was named after V. Volodarsky,
and in 1953 it was transferred to the restored
building of the Kirov district preventorium. The
main building housed a children’s polyclinic. As
a result of capital repairs in 2010, it moved to the
building at 4/12 Gladkova Street. At the moment
the reconstruction has not been completed.

The use of brick style in the architecture of
St. Petersburg hospitals, together with other
eclecticism trends, reflected the trend towards

Fig. 27. Hospital named after Volodarsky, 1920s. [17]

Puc. 27. Boasauna um. Bonogapckoro, 1920-e rr. [17]
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