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ABSTRACT. Valentin Felixovich Voyno-Yasenetsky, glorified in 2000 at the Council of New
Martyrs and Confessors of the Russian Church as Saint Luke of Crimea, is known throughout
the world as a brilliant surgeon and a major scientist who discovered and developed such areas of
medicine as regional anesthesia and purulent surgery. His scientific and medical achievements, as
well as his unusual life path that does not fit into any framework, somewhat obscure another facet
of this man’s personality — he was a talented organizer of healthcare, although the conditions in
which he had to demonstrate these qualities were not the most favorable. The article is the first
to examine the facts of V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky’s biography related to the organization of health
care. During the Russian-Japanese War, immediately after graduating from the medical faculty
of the Kyiv University of Saint Vladimir, he was the head of two departments of the Chita Red
Cross Hospital, in 1906—1916 he was actively involved in organizing the treatment process in
the medical institutions entrusted to him, participated in preventive anti-epidemic measures, put
forward creative initiatives at the zemstvo level. Thanks to his initiatives, a scientific medical
library was created, the organization of the treatment process in the zemstvo hospitals of Ardatov,
Lyubazh, Fatezh, Romanovka and especially Pereslavl-Zalessky was changed. For 6.5 years he
worked at the last mentioned zemstvo hospital as a chief physician, adapting it during the First
World War for an infirmary for the wounded and organizing the treatment of the wounded at the
district level. He also put forward useful initiatives in the field of exchanging medical experience
and medical statistics.

KEYWORDS: health care organization, zemstvo hospitals, hospitals for the wounded during the
First World War, surgeon V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky (Saint Luke)
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PE3IOME. Banentunn ®enuxcosuu BoiiHo-fcenenkuii, mpocnasnenusii B 2000 rogy B Cobo-
p€ HOBOMYUEHHKOB U HCIOBEIHUKOB IIEPKBU pycCKOH Kak cBsitutenb Jlyka KpeimMckuii, n3Bectex
BO BCEM MHUPE KaK I'€HUAJIbHbIA XUPYPr U KPYIHBIM YUEHBIH, OTKPBIBIIUM U pa3BUBABUIMNA B Me-
MUIHE TaK¥ue HaIpaBJICHUS, KaK PeTHOHApHAs aHeCTe3Ws W THOWHas Xupyprus. Ero Haydnbie n
BpauyeOHBIE TOCTUIKEHU S, @ TAK)KE HEOOBIYHBIN )KU3HEHHBIN Ty Th, HE YKJIAIBIBAIOIIHIICS HUA B KaKUe
PaMKH, HECKOJIBKO 3aTCHSIOT €llle OAHY rpaHb JHYHOCTH 3TOTr0 YeJIOBEKa — OH ObLIT TaJlaH TIIMBBIM
OpraHMU3aTOPOM 37]paBOOXpaHEHUsA. XOTs YCIOBHS, B KOTOPHIX €My MPHUIIIIOCH MPOSBIISTH 3TH CBOU
CITOCOOHOCTH, OBLIM HE CaMBIMHU OJIaTONPHUATHBIMH. B cTaTbe BIEpBBIE paccMaTpUBAIOTCS (PaKTHI
ouorpapun B.D. BoiiHo-fIceHenkoro, oTHocAmuecs kK cepe OpraHu3amnui 3[pPaBOOXPAHEHUS B
nopeBoionnoHHON Poccnn. Bo Bpemsi Pyccko-snoHckoil BOMHBI, cpa3y Mmociie OKOHYaHUS MEIH-
nuHckoro (akynereTa Kuesckoro ynusepcutera Csitoro Bnagumupa, oH ObI 3aBEAYOIIUM JABYX
otaeneruit Untunckoro rocuutans Kpacuoro Kpecra, B 1906—-1916-¢ Tonbl akTUBHO 3aHUMAJICS
opraHm3anuel 1e4eOHOTO Mpolecca BO BBEPEHHBIX €My JICUEOHBIX YUPEXKICHUSAX, Y4aCTBOBAI B
npouIaKTHIECKHX TPOTUBOATHACMUYECKUX MEPOIIPUSATHSIX, BBIABUTAJ TBOPUYECKHNE HHUITNATHBBI
Ha ypoBHE 3eMCTB. biaromaps ero nesiTebHOCTH ObLia co3/laHa Hay4yHas MeJHIMHCKas OnOImo-
TeKa, N3MEHIJIACh OpTaHMU3aIMs JeIeOHOT0 IMpoliecca B 3¢eMCKUX OONMBbHUIIAX ApmaroBa, JIroOaxa,
®dartexa, PomanoBku 1 ocobenno IlepecnaBns-3anecckoro, rae oH 6,5 jgeT mpopadboTal riIaBHBIM
BpauOM 3eMCKOH OOJIBHUIIBI, TPUCTIOCOOUB ee B rofsl IlepBoit MUpOBOI BOWHBI 0] 1a3apeT U 3aHU-
MasiCh OpraHM3aliei JeueHrs paHeHbIX Ha ypoBHE ye3aa. OH Tak)ke BBIJIBUHYJI MOJe3Hble HHUIHA-
THBBI B 00J1acTH 0OMeHa BpaueOHBIM OITBITOM M MEUIIMHCKOW CTAaTUCTHUKH.

KJHKOYEBBIE CJIOBA: opramm3anus 31paBOOXpPAaHCHUS, 3eMCKHE OOJBHUIIBI, JIA3apEeThl IS
paneHnbIx IlepBoif MupoBoii BoiiHBI, xupypr B.D. BoitHo-Scenenknii (cBaTuTens Jlyka)
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IN DEFENSE OF THE LIFE
AND HEALTH OF “ORDINARY PEOPLE”

Currently, the term “healthcare” is a social
functional system uniting “the entire complex
of state, collective-group and personal measures
aimed at protecting the life and health of each
person and the entire population” [1].

The first part of this mission was protecting
the life and health of every human and had been
close to the heart of Dr. V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky,
the future St. Luke, since his youth. Even be-
fore becoming a student at the medical faculty
of the Kyiv University of St. Vladimir, he set for
himself the goal of life “to be useful to ordinary
people”. Later, after graduation, he formulated
his life’s goal as follows: “to be a peasant’s doc-
tor, a zemstvo physician” [2].

However, this dream did not come true imme-
diately. Having graduated from university in the
year the Russo-Japanese War began, the young
graduate joined the Kiev Red Cross detachment
and followed his fiancée A.V. Lanskaya to Chi-
ta, where she was serving as a sister of mercy.
Working in the lazaretto of Kiev detachment, he
got the first surgical experience. Soon he showed
such outstanding abilities that he was immedi-
ately appointed head of two departments: in-
fectious diseases and ophthalmology, since he
showed a special interest in eye surgeries. The
young doctor also became a permanent assis-
tant to the experienced surgeon S.Ya. Golomba
in surgical department. Then, V.F. Voyno-Yase-
netsky was assigned to be the head of the second
surgical department opened at that time in the
hospital due to the influx of wounded soldiers
from the front. Thus, since his first steps in the
medicine, surgeon V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky faced
the need to solve organizational problems, so far
at the level of his department, which consisted of
several wards for lower ranks (70 beds) and one
ward for officers (20 beds) [3].

Apparently, the work of a novice doctor as
the head of the department and surgeon was so
successful, that S.S. Botkin, who was involved
in management of healthcare during the war in
the Far East, planned to invite him to manage a
large hospital in Vladivostok. In April 20, 1904,
S.S.Botkin wrote to his wife: “In the near future
we will open a good surgical hospital with 400
beds, with a good head surgeon (a certain Voi-
no)” [4]. However, due to some reasons, this ap-
pointment did not take place. In January 1905,

Valentin Felixovich and his wife Anna Vasiliev-
na left Chita.

After the war ended, the family began to im-
plement Valentin Felixovich’s life plan — ser-
ving in zemstvo medicine. While working as
a surgeon at the Ardatskaya Zemstvo Hospital
in the Simbirsk Governorate, the young doctor
not only honed his surgical skills and medical
expertise, initiated research on various anes-
thesia methods, but also handled administrative
matters. In 1905, Simbirsk Governorate and
the entire Middle Volga Region were preparing
for an outbreak of Asiatic cholera, which was
a common occurrence of that era. According to
this fact, in March 24-25, in Moscow, the Pi-
rogov Anti-Cholera Congress took place, and
V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky took part. The Congress
discussed issues of cholera epidemiology and
prevention, the organization of anti-cholera mea-
sures in zemstvos, and the use of anti-cholera
vaccinations, which were an innovation at that
time and were not easily making their way [5].

Returning to Ardatov, Valentin Felixovich
made a great effort to organize and conduct
these events. However, the efficiency of his
work was seriously hampered by the enormous,
human-scale workload that fell on the zemstvo
doctors of the Ardatovsky district of the Sim-
birsk Governorate. It exceeded 15,000 outpa-
tients per year. In other governorates, the work-
load was no higher than 10,000-12,000 patients
per year, which was considered the norm of that
time, under which a doctor was able to work
effectively [3]. Always striving for maximum
productivity in his work with full dedication,
Valentin Felixovich after 5 months transferred
to work in the zemstvo hospital of the Verkh-
nelyubazhsky medical district, Fatezhsky Uyezd
of Kursk Governorate.

This district was opened only in 1905, the
hospital building was not yet completed, and
therefore, at first, the young doctor only provi-
ded outpatient medical care, which did not pre-
vent him from performing 368 surgeries a year
and attracting many patients to his hospital. And
here, Valentin Felixovich showed special atten-
tion to the organization of the medical process:
from the first months of work, he demanded
from the zemstvo council additional funding for
the acquisition of new surgical instruments, as
well as greater independence in his actions. For
example, the right to choose his own assistants,
to add another paramedic and outpatient staff to
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the approved staff, and asked to limit the num-
ber of outpatient patients to 60 people per day
[3]. As a result, the zemstvo council, seeing that
the high activity and professional level of the
young surgeon did not fit into the modest con-
ditions of Verkhniy Lyubazh, transferred him to
the city hospital of the district town of Fatezh.
At the same time, he managed to establish a
new procedure for receiving patients, in which a
paramedic would receive patients together with
the doctor, so that it was possible to cope with a
greater workload.

In Fatezh, V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky set several
conditions for his transfer: granting him inde-
pendence, equalizing his rights with the senior
doctor, and building a new outpatient clinic
where only surgical patients would be admitted.
Most of these measures were approved by the
zemstvo council and began to be implemented,
but the process was interrupted by a conflict bet-
ween the surgeon and the new chairman of the
zemstvo council, his long-time enemy L.P. Ba-
tezatul. Valentin Felixovich “did not immediate-
ly leave all his affairs to go to the ill police chief
(isprevnik)”, for which he was declared almost
a revolutionary who did not want to obey his
superiors, and was simply fired [2].

V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky went to Kyiv, then in
Moscow, and after that entered the residency pro-
gram at the Imperial Moscow University under
Professor P.I. Dyakonov, which laid the founda-
tion for his future brilliant doctoral dissertation
on regional anesthesia. In March 1909, V.F. Voy-
no-Yasenetsky began working as a surgeon at the
Zemstvo Hospital in the sloboda of Romanovka,
Balashovsky Uyezd, Saratov Governorate. The
surgeon provided a detailed account of his work
in Romanovka in his Report on Surgical Activity
at the Romanovka Zemstvo Hospital, Balashov
Uyezd (March 20, 1909 — September 6, 1910).
The report was dedicated to the cherished me-
mory of Professor P.I. Dyakonov, noting that he
had learned much from him during their brief
association at the Imperial Moscow University.
The report was made following the example of
publications by Dyakonov, who considered it ext-
remely important to generalize his experience of
observing patients and make it accessible to his
fellow doctors. From this report, we know, that
over the course of a year and a half, Dr. V.F. Voy-
no-Yasenetsky performed 515 surgical operations
at the Romanov Zemstvo Hospital, continued
searching for new methods of pain relief, and

was one of the first to use novocaine in Russia
and laid the foundations for his scientific work
on surgery [6].

Subsequently, publication of regular reports
on his activities in the Zemstvo Hospitals was
taken as a rule by the surgeon Voyno-Yase-
netsky. From these publications one can learn
a lot not only about his medical and scientific
activities, but also about his contribution to the
organization of healthcare and the development
of his medical ethics. In the Balashov Uyezd,
Valentin Felixovich continued to care not only
about improving the organization of the treat-
ment process, but also about improving the qua-
lifications of zemstvo doctors and the effective
exchange of experience between them. Just a
few months after taking office, in August 1909,
he spoke at a meeting of the Balashov Zemstvo
Uyezd Council and tried to convince the zemst-
vo authorities of the need to create a medical
library at the council, where leading medical
journals, including foreign ones, would be sub-
scribed to, so that doctors would be aware of
the latest scientific news. Moreover, the surgeon
insisted on the publication of annual reports on
the activities of the Romanov Zemstvo Hospital
at the expense of the zemstvo, so that it would
be possible to conduct scientific processing of
case histories and exchange clinical experi-
ence between doctors. Apparently, this proposal
was not supported, since the publication of the
“Report on the surgical activities of the Roma-
nov Zemstvo Hospital...” was carried out only
in 1916, during Valentin Felixovich’s work in
Pereslavl, and apparently at his own expense, in
the same printing house of the Vladimir Uyezd
Zemstvo Council, where reports on his work
during the Pereslavl period were printed.

Dr. Voyno-Yasenetsky also proposed to or-
ganize a pathological anatomy museum, which
would serve the purpose of training local doc-
tors and help to reduce the number of medical
errors. Of the three proposals, only one was res-
ponded to — about organizing a library. His two
other proposals were rejected by the zemstvo
authorities, which led the surgeon to decisive
conclusions about his future path.

Trying to implement in a provincial town the
goals set in Professor Dyakonov’s clinic, accor-
ding to the model adopted in one of the best medi-
cal educational institutions in Russia, the outstan-
ding surgeon and aspiring healthcare managers
suffered more failures than successes, which
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Fig. 1. View of Pereslavl Zemstvo Hospital. 1910s. From the collection of Pereslavl-Zalessky Historical, Architectural and Art

Museum Reserve
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o U XyA0XKECTBEHHOI'O MY3€s-3allI0BEIHUKA

caused conflicts. And so he submitted his resig-
nation letter in August 1910 and decided to par-
ticipate in the competition for the position of head
of the Pereslavl Zemstvo Uyezd Hospital (Fig. 1).

CHIEF PHYSICIAN OF THE
PERESLAVSKAYA ZEMSTVO HOSPITAL

After the competition results were analysed,
in November 1910, the medical commission at
the Pereslavl Uyezd Zemstvo administration de-
cided to invite Doctor V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky,
giving him preference over several other candi-
dates. Several factors contributed to his appoint-
ment: not only his renown as a physician, his
publications in medical journals, his presenta-
tions at surgical society meetings, and his scho-
larly works, but also the endorsement of the hos-
pital’s former chief physician, F.G. Butkevich. In
November 13, 1910, he attended the meeting of
the Medical Commission at the Pereslavl Zem-
stvo, where V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky was selected
to lead the Pereslavl Zemstvo Hospital [7].

The position of head, that is, the chief physi-
cian of the hospital, promised greater opportu-
nities. However, at first glance, the new place of
work of the chief physician Voyno-Yasenetsky
was little different from the previous ones.

Twelve years before his arrival in Pereslavl, the
hospital looked like this: “...There was only one
hospital in the entire district. It was housed in a
two-story stone building with a mezzanine and
had 25 beds (though the number of patients of-
ten reached 50)... There was a severe shortage
of supplies, medicine, and almost no surgical
instruments; the latrines were cold and filled the
hospital wards with a foul stench... The hospital
building... includes... a separate operating room
and a bathroom. There was no maternity ward
or syphilis department” [8].

In 1910, the Pereslavl Uyezd Zemstvo Hos-
pital was responsible for 442 settlements with a
population of 114,000 people. And the Pereslavl
Zemstvo Hospital only increased the number
of beds, there were 65, which was certainly not
enough. The hospital was served by only two
doctors — a therapist and a surgeon, that is, the
head doctor Voyno-Yasenetsky had to do all the
surgical work. There was no other surgeon in the
entire district! At the same time, he also had a
lot of administrative work: a year before he took
office, in December 1909, two barracks where
the outpatient clinic and pharmacy were located
burned down, after the fire only the foundations
remained. Significant shortcomings were the
lack of a disinfection chamber, the dilapidated
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Fig. 2. Cover from the “Report on the activities of
Pereslavl-Zemstvo Hospital during 1912-1913”. From
the collection of Pereslavl-Zalessky Historical, Archi-
tectural and Art Museum Reserve
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condition of the infectious barracks — an old
and cramped wooden building, more like a vil-
lage hut than a medical institution. There was
no central water supply in the hospital, concrete
cesspools were emptied daily by a cesspool
truck on wheels. The wards were lit by kerosene
lamps, so it was possible to operate comfortably
only in the operating room with large windows
facing north, where the lighting was quite satis-
factory during the daytime.

In the very first published Report on the
Activities of the Pereslavl Zemstvo Hospital
for 1912—-1913, the chief physician V.F. Voy-
no-Yasenetsky was forced to justify to the zem-
stvo authorities the necessity of electric ligh-
ting: “Electric lighting in the operating room...

is not a luxury, as it might seem at first glance.
Lighting the operating room with kerosene
lamps poses a significant danger to both the
patient and all participants in the surgery, as
the combination of chloroform vapors with the
gaseous products of burning kerosene and alco-
hol produces a highly toxic carbonyl chloride
(phosgene)” (Fig. 2) [9].

The transformations that Valentin Felixovich
began to implement in the hospital concerned
primarily surgical activity. Firstly, the number of
operations increased significantly: during 1911, it
actually doubled compared to the previous year.
1056 surgical interventions were performed,
including outpatient ones (Fig. 3).

Secondly, measures were taken to improve hand
disinfection during surgery. A special washbasin
appeared in the pre-operative room of the surgi-
cal department, with the help of which hand wa-
shing was carried out «according to the Dyakonov
system»: potassium-oleic soap, boiled water, then
hands were wiped with gauze soaked in 95% al-
cohol. New surgeon also implemented the rule to
use medical glows during the surgery. The third
innovation was the installation of the Braun ane-
sthesia apparatus in the operating room, with the
help of which they began to carry out ether-chlo-
roform anesthesia according to the latest word in
medical science at that time. Valentin Felixovich,
caring about the effectiveness of the medical care
provided by the hospital, constantly analyzed the
reasons that reduced it. In 1912, he wrote: “The
number of inpatients in the surgical department
decreased by 53, but the department was more
overcrowded than in the previous year, the num-
ber of hospital days increased by 322... This can be
explained by the increase in the average length of
stay of one patient in the department... this increase
in turn depended on two reasons: the increase in
the number of patients requiring very long-term
treatment, and the decrease in the number of eye
patients who did not stay in the hospital for long.”
He also suggests allocating a separate room for
venereal patients: “No less urgent, no less import-
ant is the need for the department for venereal pa-
tients... for whom there is not a single bed in the
entire district... This must be changed; in such a
situation it is impossible to leave those who have
had the misfortune to fall ill with syphilis...” [9].

It was not entirely usual in those years for
the chief physician to demand that a materni-
ty ward be created at the hospital: after all, at
that time most women, including his wife Anna
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Fig. 3. Doctor V.F. Voyno-Yasenetsky examines a patient. 1913. From the collection of Pereslavl-Zalessky Historical,

Architectural and Art Museum Reserve

Puc. 3. loxtop B.®. BoiiHo-SIcenenkuii ocmarpuBaet nmanueHta. 1913 roa. M3 cobpanust [Tepecnapib-3ajieccKOro HCTOPUKO-
APXUTEKTYPHOTO U XYI0’KECTBEHHOTO MY3€s-3aIl0BETHIKA

Vasilyevna, gave birth at home. However, the
surgeon Voyno-Yasenetsky, who was already
several decades ahead of the medical ethics of
his time and was guided in his work by evan-
gelical priorities, formulated his position as
follows: “A maternity ward is also necessary...
since it is impossible to refuse admission to a
pregnant prisoner, a city servant, a homeless
city resident, or a passerby woman” [9].
Valentin Felixovich thought publications
“Reports on the activities of the Pereslavl
Zemstvo Hospital” a very important matter not
only for his region. Few time ago, several of his
letters from 1914 to Dr. Alexander Vasilyevich
Smirnov, a member of the Vladimir Scientific
Archival Commission, historian and archivist,
publisher of the Medical and Sanitary Chroni-
cle, were found about the possibility of publi-
shing the “Reports” for 1912—1913 in an appen-
dix to this publication. Dr. Voyno-Yasenetsky
expressed his opinion about the importance
of these publications, calling them “a matter of
considerable social and zemstvo importance,
because such reports can serve as important ma-
terial for resolving the large and pressing issue
of the significance of provincial zemstvo hospi-
tals... they can also be important in matters of
managing medicine in the districts, about cent-

ralization or decentralization, they can encou-
rage competition between zemstvos and doctors
that is useful for the cause, and finally, I dare
to think, from a purely clinical point of view
they can be of interest to readers of the “chro-
nicle” [10]. In these letters Valentin Felixovich
is presented as already formed healthcare ma-
nager. His scale of thought goes far beyond the
Pereslavl Zemstvo Hospital entrusted to him.

In the years of Dr. Voyno-Yasenetsky’s work
in Pereslavl-Zalessky as a doctor at an outpatient
clinic in the village of Kabanskoye, N.A. Gun-
dobin, who took on the difficult role of popu-
larizing healthcare, performed medical social
meetings in 7 villages. Enthusiast in medical
education told the peasants (the audience con-
sisted of 100-250 people in every village) about
prevention of different infectious diseases, the
dangers of alcohol abuse, treatment of syphi-
lis and scabies, and also showed some simple
experiments, which delighted the village chil-
dren [11]. Since the lectures of Gundobin were
basically about the therapeutic diseases, we do
not know about any participation of Dr. Voy-
no-Yasenetsky, but It is difficult to imagine that
he remained indifferent to the medical education
of peasants in the villages from which patients
came to him.
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As the chief physician, Valentin Felixovich
constantly sought to improve the working con-
ditions of doctors and the care of patients in his
hospital at meetings of the medical commission
at the Pereslavl Uyezd zemstvo administration.
Among them, he was a secretary and only one
surgeon. His authority and persistence in achie-
ving his goals allowed him to obtain funds from
the zemstvo for many reforms. He also opened
a fee-paying ward with improved conditions for
wealthy patients and used these funds to im-
prove the lives of other patients.

All of these changes made the Pereslavl
Zemstvo Hospital unrecognizable just a year af-
ter he took office.

Caring for people suffering from the lack of
medical care, V. F. Voyno-Yasenetsky put forward
several proposals for organizing healthcare in the
district at meetings of the medical commission
and the district zemstvo assembly. It was neces-
sary to organize another surgical department in
the Zemstvo Hospital furthest from Pereslavl,
and in the remaining district hospitals — dressing
rooms and small, well-equipped operating rooms.
In which way the chief surgeon of Pereslavl Zem-
stvo Hospital wanted to provide medical care in
these points, which required more than one hour
of horse riding to get to? Where did he want to
find enough surgeons? The answer: he based only
on his own forces. Surgical treatments in district
clinics and in the remote surgical department
Voyno-Yasenetsky was going to carry out inde-
pendently, regularly making rounds to perform
planned operations and training local doctors to
assist him. “Instead of breeding small surgeons, it
is better to have one good one and call him to the
areas for operations”, — he said decisively [12].
Unfortunately, his proposal was not supported.

In 1912-1913, the chief physician and surgeon
successfully build new hospital buildings (Fig. 4).
In the first half of 1914, a new department for
infectious diseases was opened. Dr. Voyno-Yase-
netsky repeatedly pointed out the need of such
department for reports to the zemstvo authorities.
The “new contagious barrack™ had 16 beds and
was divided into two parts, which, however, due
to a lack of staff, were served by only one nurse.
Previous infectious diseases department with 8
beds, as the chief physician planned, treated also
venereal disease. In the new brick building a di-
sinfection chamber and laundry were located, and
in the extension there was a motor with a pump
and water tanks to meet the needs of the hospital.

Fig. 4. Current appearance of the operating room of Pereslavl
Zemstvo Hospital. Photo by the author in 2015

Puc. 4. CoBpemeHHbIli BUj ornepainroHHoro kopryca Ilepe-
CJIaBCKO#t 3eMckoit 6onpHHIBL. DoTo aBTOpa 2015 roma

Funding for these works was finally ob-
tained from the Zemstvo. However, in vain did
Valentin Felixovich hope for the fulfillment of
his long-standing dream: the purchase of an
X-ray for the hospital. By the way, Dr. Voy-
no-Yasenetsky “thanks to the enlightened re-
sponsiveness of Varvara Sergeevna Varentsova,
a representative of the local merchant class, the
daughter of one of the richest Pereslavl manu-
facturers of Pavlov, he found a means to get an
X-ray in another way [13].

These plans were interrupted by the outbreak
of the First World War. It became impossible to
acquire an X-ray, which was then purchased only
in Germany. The war changed the rhythm of the
hospital’s work. Its employees were called up
to the active army, and from August 20, a small
zemstvo hospital was organized in the hospital,
with the same chief physician as its head.

Situated far from the railway and evacuation
routes from the front to the rear, the Pereslavl
Zemstvo Hospital did not work too hard. During
all the war years, around 100 wounded soldiers
were treated there. However, Valentin Felixovich
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noted, that “due to wartime conditions, the hospi-
tal worked very hard” not only because of “these
figures also included lower ranks evacuated from
the theater of military operations”, but also due
to 20 beds intended for the wounded were never
empty, and “at the first opportunity, they dealt
with ordinary patients”. Also in the hospital,
“the number of beds increased... to 84 due to the
opening of a 16-bed infectious lazaretto for those
evacuated from the theater of operations; these
beds were equipped with funds from the Union
of Cities and placed in a new infectious barracks,
the capacity of which was increased to 24”. Ho-
wever, he effectively organized this work, despite
the difficult conditions. Valentin Felixovich even
complained that “few wounded were evacuated
to Pereslavl, and only those for whom transpor-
tation 20 versts from the railway was not diffi-
cult. One cannot help but regret this, since the
Pereslavl hospital would have been able to treat
the seriously wounded to a much greater extent
than many hospitals located along railway lines,
but which do not have specialist surgeons” [14].

During these years, he completed his research
on regional anesthesia and brilliantly defended
his doctoral dissertation at the Imperial Moscow
University on April 30, 1916. In this article,
there is no need to recall the scientific and me-
dical significance of this work, which made his
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Fig. 5. The memorial plaque on the building of Pereslavl
Zemstvo Hospital was installed in 2010. Photo by
O. Koroleva

Puc. 5. [lamsiTHas nocka Ha 3panuu [lepecnaBckoil 3eMcKoM
OonpHUIEL, yeraHoBineHHAs B 2010 roxy. ®orto O. Ko-
ponesa

name a widely known surgeon of the Russian
Empire and has not lost its significance today.
Academician Yu. L. Shevchenko, the biographer
of St. Luke, considers the Pereslavl period to be
the finest hour of the surgeon V.F. Voyno-Yase-
netsky’s work (Fig. 5) [15].
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JOIMOJIHUTEJIBHAA UHO®OPMALUA

ABTOp mpounTan W omoO0pwI (PUHATHHYIO
BEpCHIO Iepe] myOnuKamnuei.

KondaukTt narepecos. ABTOp AeKIapupyeT
OTCYTCTBHE SIBHBIX U IOTEHIIMATHHBIX KOH(IINK-
TOB MHTEPECOB, CBA3aHHBIX ¢ MyOJInKanuen Ha-
CTOALLEH CTaTbU.

HUctounuk puHaHcupoBaHus. ABTOp 3asiB-
aseT 00 OTCYTCTBHM BHEIIHEro (pMHaHCHUpPOBa-
HUS [P IPOBEACHUH UCCIIEIOBAHUS.
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